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From the

PASTOR

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving. The word ieek is Eucha-
rist. It is used in the New Testament when Jesedsf¢he five thou-
sand and presides at his last Passover celeb(#tmhast Supper).
The word is used for the blessing of food both sd@nd common.
Like when you pray at the dinner table before alnies to remind
us to be thankful for God’s blessings and giftsso

For us as Beneva Christian Church (Disciples oisththe Eucha-
rist, Thanksgiving table, the Lord’s Supper, ther@aunion table is
the center of our worship together. The table ihefocal point of
our week and our time together. That's why we aglighit each
week, as the Apostle Paul says, “to proclaim thedisodeath until
He comes”. And what does Lord’s death proclainidiclaims
God’s love for us. It proclaims God’s grace to luproclaims God’s
covenant to us of the forgiveness of sin and tietdveal of salvation
through the death of His only begotten son.

Also, the Thanksgiving table is open. Open to &lfigtians regard-
less of their denominational affiliation, meangaptism or theologi-
cal opinion. The table is open to celebrate andhoar diversity
and to proclaim our Christian unity. It is the dheng that unites all
Christians around the world. We most recently aglietal world
communion Sunday but | want to suggest that ea@kweWorld
Communion Sunday and that every day is Thanksgibiag

This Thanksgiving Day when you gather with your figrand
friends remember that you are celebrating the Husth&elebrating
grace and forgiveness and celebrating our oneneshrist.

Happy Eucharist!

Pastor Bobby

Blessings!

Rev. Dr. Bobby G. Dickerson
Senior Minister

Beneva Christian Church
www.BenevaChristian.org

Empowered by the Spirit, We will reach out
in Love and Fellowship; Teaching and
Making Disciples.
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Worship on Wednesdays is our new
midweek opportunity to gather for food

at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education. We
will also have a guest speaker once a
month.

Come join us for a midweek spiritual
recharge.

The Good News November 2009



% 2 3 !

n + 4
567$896%$5989
)00," +4 $

Be sure to stop by the member’s
services table in the narthex and order your
name tag. Each tag will have your name
and the city and state you are from for only
$5. This is a great way to find out who is
from your part of the world.

Beneva Christian has a
new website!

In today’s changing world,
many people turn to the
internet for information

about anything and every-

thing. This includes their

\ search for a new church
home. As we move for-

ward, the goal of our web-

site is to reach out to people and give them aflaf what
our church community is all about. Our new design
flects that goal. There are still many of the sdeatures
that you may have grown accustomed to, such aseonli
sermons, e-newsletters, and serving informationadidi-
tion to familiar features, there are some new osesh as
the Pastor’s blog, a special section for guegtsager cen-
ter, and an integrated Google map to help our guesstily
find our campus. The church’s calendar with schiegu
information is hidden by design, since it's an intd fea-
ture. At the bottom of the website, simply regidte a
new account and once you login, you will find a men
with a calendar link on it. This calendar showes Week-
by-week schedule for those assisting in Sunday imgrn
worship, for example, the deacons and elders, Wworsh
leader, and those greeting in the narthex. We hugteour
website will continue to change and grow so thataty
better suit the needs of both our current churalytzand

those who are looking for a dynamic church familype a

part of.

Check it out and let us know what you think!

Calling for all SALT Shakers

7 If you have not brought in your fa-
“%° vorite salt shaker to place on the
;" are looking forward to seeing yours
«." " joining all the ones that have already
been placed. The salt shakers are a
visual commitment showing the world that we are
recommitted to Beneva Christian’s Mission State-
ment and being the salt of the earth for God.
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Little Disciples Preschool’'s Newsletter Article for November 2009

Before we begin talking about November, | want to tell you about a vision and a blessing that happened to Lit-
tle Disciples Preschool on October 16, 2009. Kimberly Duplissey (a 2x preschool mommy) came to me last
April and said, “we should have a Carnival next fall.” If you were here on Friday, October 16", you saw that
vision become a reality. What a wonderful time we had!!!! | had the pleasure of working together with an
amazing group of women who scrambled to make this all happen in less than 3 weeks. Donations came from
so many vendors and families that | am still stunned and amazed.

Little Disciples Preschool recognizes:

Learning Depot Debbie LaStella= yummy sandwiches!

Chick-fil-A Lori Heili Kimberly Duplissey
Smuggler's Cove Gecko’s Lisa Whittaker
Caribbean Pie Co. LTM Kami Yeagers
Sarasota Pure Water RBC Bank Holly Malave
Publix Detweiller's Lisette Grieco
Walgreens Coastal Chemical Renee Daluise
Winn Dixie Rosebud’s Christine Hawke
Culligan Dino’s Pizza Belinda Coates
Target Yoder's Face=Paint Artist
Yaeger's Financial Services Gonzalez Family Erin Sturm=Popcorn
McFall Family Steve Dziadik=Hay Ride Conductor

We could not have done this without all the help, donations and time that so many so generously gave of
themselves. We had a Carnival, a party and a Preschool Reunion all in one great big, beautiful evening. A GI-
ANT thank you to everyone who helped make our first Fall Carnival a huge success!! And YES we are already

November is a terrific month to be at Little Disciples Preschool. As we spend this month counting our bless-
ings, we give thanks for all our families and friends. Every year at this time we begin collecting canned goods
for Sarasota’s Food Pantry. Let's stuff the Food Pantry full of holiday blessings for those in need!

We are very excited to have our votes count this month. As everyone heads to the voting polls, we will be vot-
ing on the important issues like: favorite foods, favorite playground equipment and favorite colors!!! The follow-
ing week we will enjoy Patriotic Center’s Day and get ready for our Veteran’'s Day Parade. Come join us in the
courtyard on Wednesday the 11" at 9:25am and be sure to wear red, white and blue!

Each year before Thanksgiving we gather together for our “FRIENDSHIP FEAST". The preschool will provide
the food to make our meal complete and on both Monday and Tuesday (11/23 & 11/24) all the children will
gather together to enjoy our “Friendship Feast”. No Extended Care will be available on these days. Our pre-
school will be closed Wednesday, November 25th - Friday, November 27", in observance of Thanksgiving.
We will reopen our doors on Monday, November 30™. All of us here at Little Disciples Preschool wish you a
wonderful Thanksgiving.

And...it's time for you to mark your calendars for the greatest concert ever! Little Disciples Preschool will come
together in song for our families on December 11™ at 11:30am.

Teacher’s Tidbits by Miss Snider:

Happy Fall one and all! Wow, we sure have been busy. From first day hello’s to our first ever Fall Carnival. We
rocked the bounce house, ate pizza and subs, treated ourselves to snow cones and popcorn, went on a cake
walk, took-a-chance, and got to pet a lot of animals. There were so many friends and family past and present
who came to support us on our big day. Thank you to everyone who shared in the fun!

Please continue to bring your

e Aluminum cans to help support our Health Departnfemtd used to help people in need with
LTI TNIIE  medications costs. Cans can be dropped off behindarage
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Our youth have been very busy already this yeae. W
started off the year with a water day going down a
water slide, water games, and filling the courtyar
with bubbles.

The Little Gardner’'s made up 28 boxes of toiletries
that were handed out to visitors of our food pantry

The CYF helped out at the Big Cat Habitat & Gulf
Coast Sanctuary on Palmer Blvd. We moved dirt
into cages under the watchful eyes of the resident
tigers and lions. Some of us have visited Niglf¢ ki
local Christian Teen Club.

As the holidays approach we will be busy learning
about missionaries, helping at the Craft Sale, the
down town holiday parade, Breakfast with Santa, th¢
Live Nativity, adopting a family for Christmas, and
growing in Biblical knowledge.

We are a growing community but have room for
many more. If you are a kindergartner td' tader
join us on Sunday’s at 4:30 followed by a snack sup
per at 6 for $2.

Nov 01 Dale & Brenda Root

Nov 09 Garland & Patricia Poquette
Nov 12 Jerry & Nancy Dennis

Nov 14 Jack & Suzie Davis

Nov 22 Gary & Jan Schroeder

Nov 22 Roy & Judy Fahrbach

Nov 25 Gary & Dottie Weil

Nov 27 Bob & Mary King

Education Department

The adult Cornerstone Sunday school class contioues
grow and enjoy studying the Bible together at 9rBthe
Chi Rho room. The Wired Word adult class discusses
and sees how our faith applies to current everyday
events. You can join them in the Fellowship Ha® 0
to study topics of interest.

The Salteens are discovering new talents and veays t
study God's Word through drama. They plan to share
their first skit for the Children's Moment on Nostl Be
sure to attend and support our Youth.

We appreciate Grace Blase being our nursery atténda
since September. Any children younger than Kinderg
ten age are welcome to attend during the 9:30 Sunda
School hour and during Worship. Grace also wattihes
elementary age children during our mid-week WOW ser
vice. Be sure and stop and say "hello".

Beneva’s Little Salt
Shakers

Beneva's Little Salt Shakers are doing well. We
have from 3-7 children in the class. Last Sunday we
had a lesson and play time with Bubbles out on the
play ground. We all enjoyed it and there were actu-
ally 7 instead of 5 that day. We found 2 of them al-
ready playing there. Debbie and Grace and | are
enjoying the children very much and look forward to
more children. We will be singing with the choir in
the cantata and are starting to check out the smaller
chimes.

Come And Join Us!!!

Suzie, and Debbie

Good News Printed By

Creative Technology of Sarasota, Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34232

(941) 371-2743

Email: bob@ctimls.com
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Joyce Hoover
Nicholas Havener

Debra Byrd
Autumn Byrd

Hugh Moore
Donna Scott

Emily Gerkin

Arianna Poquette
Waylon Clark
Marilyn Gerkin
Sue St. Louis
Leanne Dickerson
Paula Michael
Stacy Cason
Terry Simmons

Darlene Huron

Kay Goodman
Rebecca Platt

Mary King
Michael Havener

Roxann Borchert

Glenn Oneal

Bill Quillin
Jan Whitlock

Joseph Stump

Jonathan Fulkert

Bill Dellert
Tiffany Valvo

Johnny Brodkorb

Susan Reuther

Ali Valvo

World Outreach Report

AROUND the WORLD, AROUND the YEAR,
WHERE in the WORLD HAVE WE RESPONDED
this WEEK?
1. Disaster Responses:

China, south China floods

India, flood relief

India, disaster risk

reduction

Indonesia, West Sumatra ear th

quake

Sudan, southern Sudan crisi s

DR Congo, emergency aid for
Angolan refugees

Philippines, typhoon

US, southern US floods

2. Development and Long —
Term Recovery and
Rehabilitation Responses
Central America, food sec urity
and training
Virginia, health ministry
Worldwide, rural sustaina bility
US Gulf Coast
Hurricane

A special offering will be taken for our Disci-
ples of Christ' higher education on November
8th and 15th,. When we have Timothy's, what
better place for them to receive their education
then at one of our quality educational institu-
tions? Our Seminaries and Divinity schools
turn out exceptional Ministers. It costs much
money to educate each student and your gift
help keep the student costs down. Our Col-
leges and Universities are great for people
looking for a quality education in a Christian
atmosphere. Most Disciples of Christ higher
education institutions give Disciples of Christ
members generous scholarships. PLEASE BE
GENEROUS!
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Financial Report for September 2009

Income Budget YTD Budget
7,409 10,200 164,614 121,500
Expenses

22,262 14,383 172,966 149,607

Net Profit (Loss)
-14,853 -3,183 -8,352 -28,107

Are you looking for some unique crafts,

handbags, jewelry, ornaments, table run-

ners, baked goods, Christmas gifts and

much more? If so, the place to be is at
Beneva Christian Church for our Craft & Car ShowSaturday, November 14 from 8
amto 1 pm.

Feel lucky.... you can purchase three raffle ticketsa dollar or a special price for $5
you can get 20 tickets and increase your chancesnoing! If you want to get your raf-
fle tickets before the rush at the Craft Sale, y@y purchase tickets at the Salt Café on
Sunday morning, Nov 1st of"8Businesses in our community have donated giftfcerti
cates for meals, performing arts tickets, kayakfor two, hair cut & style, dry cleaning
gift certificate and much more.

You can also eat lunch and take some baked gawds b enjoy later.

Get your friends together and come by to see whastires you can find and help the
church to continue programs, so we can continuedaoh out into the community. See
you November 14!
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Joshua’s Men

We continue a call for ALL men to attend the mowthl
gathering of Joshua’s Men. Our next meeting valldn
Monday, November 2, 2009 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM f¢ f
lowship with our brothers in Christ, including angp
scripture and prayer. The venue for this meetiillgbs at
the Beneva Christian Church in Sarasota.

During this meeting we will continue our trainirtgglping
each of those who attend to be a “Man of His Wandll
aspects of his life. Our focus this meeting wplksifically
relate to a man’s understanding of his callingetdl Our
discussion will concentrate on a man in the matketp
The great danger is not that a man won’t do gbate-
bodyelse can do but rather the great danger is that he
won't do whathe can do.

Our last meeting was at the First Baptist ChurcBgprey
and we thank them for their hospitality. Our megti
started on time and was well attended. After aysearip-
ture and prayer we reviewed the discussion guidenaa
from our last session, “A man and his money”.

We also heard a powerful witness from Ed Whittofrioét
Christian Church. He shared the remarkable phlygioa
ney that he is on with bouts of heart attacks, lceugcer,
chemo therapy and radiation treatments. He aloweth
each of us in attendance what a good Christian sladkild
look like no matter what hardships you are caltetigar.
Each one of us was encouraged by his testimonyvend
encouraged him with prayer as we laid our handsion
before the Lord.

Please place December 7, 2009 on your calendars fro
7:00 to 8:00 PM for the next Joshua’s Men meetifilge
venue for this meeting will be determined at thevé&fober
meeting. Our numbers should be growing as meaatetr
back to the warm Florida sunshine from the coldthor
Country. Please reach out and ask a brothernoojai
ministry. Who knows what may be added to the erfétl-
lowship by asking the last person in the world hat
think would want to attend the meeting.

For more information or questions please contaeyest
Dziadik at 941-228-8605.
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October Prayer Requests
Berda Boggs Recovery from knee surgery

Caitlin and James The birth of their 1 child
Rylin Nicole
Bill Slater Hip revision surgery
Taylor Swartz

lymph node in neck

17 years old found mass on

Mary Lawton Macular degeneration both eyes

Dean PlattProblem with his Pacemaker/Defibulator
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Elder Serving Schedule for November 2009

November 1 Olevia and Greg Fulkert

November 8 Jane and Glen Oneal

November 15 Elsie McDonald and Olevia Fulkert

November 22 Olevia and Greg Fulkert

November 29 Jane and Glen Oneal

Communion Preparation ~ individuals serving will prepare ~ see

Deacon Serving Schedule for November 2009

Novem- November November
ber 01 08 15 November 22 November 29
Marilyn Kathy
1 |Gerkin C/G Bearden |B Debbie York | B Nila Valvo G Marilyn Gerkin
Joe Tim Brod-
2 NilaValvo| B Bearden CIG korb C/G Jan Bogart C/B Joe Bearden
Steve Alisha Brod-
3 |Dziadik Jan Bogart| B korb [Tim Brodkorb Kathy Bearden
Mary Ann Tim Brod- Steve Dzi- Mary Ann
4  |Dziadik korb lakik Alisha Brodkorb Dziadik
Commun- Commun- Communion Communion ICommunion
ion Prep ion Prep Prep Prep Prep
Marilyn Kathy
Gerkin Bearden Debbie York Nila Valvo Marilyn Gerkin
Joe Tim Brod-
Nila Valvo Bearden korb Jan Bogart Joe Bearden

You will receive a discount at tidight Life Grill when you join them for lunch
with a copy of your Sunday bulletin. Check out thenu on the Kids in Action
bulletin board in the narthex.

A not-for-profit restaurant designed to employ sttd and young people in need
of job skills training. The young people will havgut on menu and concept, work

with chefs, help with food prep, and provide hagtimd service.

The idea of a youth run café will interest and eggtine support of businesses and individuals ircdimemunity who
wish to make a difference in the future of the Yot Sarasota County. The financial goal of thisvéy is to produce

enough revenue to sustain itself, create incoméhfworkers and to help support programs at tighthiie Center.

Affordably priced, high quality food and a greanasphere will be conducive to lunch meetings. &l$® a great place
for friends and social groups to meet. The mostrding message to the diners is that the moneyspend will be go-

ing directly to students in our town. It is a worfdéway to give back to the community.
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Details from Dale
Sure is hard to believe that another year is quickiming to an end. Where does time go. Can’eraber who said it
but I am finding it is true, “Time waits for no dhe

Want to take a moment to welcome back all the sbiogls , oh | mean snow angels. We are sure gladéoyour faces
and feel your spirit.

Over the past months we have seen some chandgeschurch especially in the area of programminle [Eadership of
the church is taking what you said you wanted ayidd to put in place the programs to match yogasl Some things
have taken off while some need a little tweakifiginlyone has any thought | would appreciate yoputinand as always |
thank you for your support.

I would like to take a few minutes and talk abospacific word. OPPORTUNITY!!!!

Webster's’ Dictionary defines the word as; a sati@umstances providing a chance or possibilitgee opportunity a
little like free will. You have a choice as to vilymu do with it. | can even relate to the storyted knocking at the door it
is your choice as to open it or leave it closetdugranother saying “When opportunity knocks whatyau going to do”?
This has to be a personal thing that no one cdhygui into. | will say from my personal side thaty time | took on an
opportunity and put my heart into it | found it @ry rewarding and growing experience. At timesmhleave said no |
felt a little empty. As we move into the end dbtiiear and the beginning of next there will bdawk of opportunity for
those that seek it out. One of the biggest wiltheChristmas tree stand. This is a HUGE prdfeattrequires a lot of
support fromMEVERYONE. One issue that has always been brought out id tzat not lift those tress. Well thanks
again to the Riverview JROTC they have agreeddwige the muscle we must just provide a little Eratiip for them.
What | have seen in the past is that we need te parselves. We always start off with enough theipas the stand goes
on it gets a lot harder to find volunteers. Anotbig part is the wreath making, it accounts fdyigapart of the profit that
we make off the stand. We are willing to teachcemeyhow to make them. Enough about trees, theugigiheets will be
out shortly for you to see where your opportunity i

The tree stand is just one opportunity some otaers
Craft Sale, Santa’s Breakfast, all church dinnée Green Team (name we call the people that moprtheerty), several
church positions will be coming open, Sunday scha#DW (Worship On Wednesday) and Lunch and Learn.

The congregational meeting will be November 22htrigfter church. We have a couple of motions, dgetito approve
and | would like to talk in an open forum about soopportunities that we will be facing at Benev#hi@ coming 2010
year.

That'’s all for now, see you at church

Dale Root.
Landscaping Opportunities
Food Pantry Contact the office or Larry Hazen if you woulddik
Help experience the joy of giving to others. to make a difference in this area.

Volunteers needed to help on Friday to distrib-
ute food. Please contact Jackie Hazen or Gail
Brodkorb to schedule a time to be blessed. Wanted Smiling Faces

Needed Greeters for Sunday Morning. Please
sign up on list located on the bulletin board in

Children’s Church the narthex. Help us greet each other and
Continues to meet during the 10:30 hour. Volurseee visitors. If you have any questions please con-
needed to lead this important ministry. If yoelfled to tact Ruth Wolf if you have any questions.

serve for a month is this area please contact Be#gnt.

10
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CHRISTMAS TREES

It's that time of the year again. We will be ogenbusiness on
Friday the 2. This is OUR MAJOR FUND RAISER and VERY importamto future.
We need everyone to help. If you are breathingneexl you and will have a job that you
can do.

There will be 400 trees, the same as last yeast Jear we sold every tree, which is our goal
again this year and be finished by Decembéi!15

Dates to know: We need help (mostly supervisioa¥éhdays as well

November # @ 9:00 we build the tree corral

November 17 the tent arrives and goes up

November 2% @ 9:00 we finish the corral, place tables, wreafhipment, lights, etc in
the tent

November 28 TREES ARRIVE ~ NOTE: we will have ROTC Cadets fioost of the
harder work (unload truck, stack in corral, dsktup trees, water trees, etc.) BUT just
as important Ms. Lynn will be running the grill Wiburgers to keep fuel in those bod-
les for the almost all day project.

The ROTC Cadets will help again this year. Theykmeery hard but do need some supervi-
sion and some jobs that they are unable to do.

Sale days/workers: We are planning to furnish aneng meal each sale day. Lynn Harris
may be calling you to prepare a meal and bring ihé church. We found out last year how
much those teenagers can eat after working all'day!

Daily staff we need 1) at least one adult churcimiver (register), 2) greeters and 3) gorillas
to lug the trees. We also need wreath makerst yieas we voted Alicia as the #1 wreath
maker. There is such a demand she can’t make dliewe will need help here as well.

Please sign up to work as often as you can. This
project is a lot of work but also a lot of fun amd
great fellowship builder.

Thank you in advance,
The Christmas Tree Committee

The Good News November 2009 11



ga _ g BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ)
aam - 4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110
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_i’!! E-Mail: bccoffice2@verizon.net
VA N
‘—li‘— Web Site: www.BenevaChristian.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

November2009

What Do Disciples Believe?

Like most Christians, Disciples affirm:
Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, andreffe
saving grace to all.

All persons are God’s children.

Beliefs and practices usually associated with Dissi
include:
Open CommuniariThe Lord’s Supper, or
Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is
open to all believers.
Diversity of opinion Each person is free to
determine individual belief guided by the Biblegth
Holy Spirit, study and prayer.
Baptism by immersionn baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of tmust

God is made possible. Although Disciples generally

practice baptism by immersion, they honor other
baptism traditions as well.

Importance of church unityAll Christians should
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ.

The ministry of all believer&8oth ministers and lay
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities
and nurture spiritual growth.

Freedom of belieDisciples are called together

around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Clas
Lord and Savior.

im-‘

The chalice symbolizes the central place of
communion in worship for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The X-shaped cross of the
disciple Andrew is a reminder of the ministry otba
person and the importance of evangelism.

Discover . . . Spiritual growth

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to wqurshi
God. In the warmth of God'’s presence and with the
support of others, we grow in our understandin@ofl in
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives.

Through worship that is both contemporary and tiamal,
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s
presence and remember the meal He shared with His
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lortible.

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Chaist
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church belp
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ.

Sunday Schedule
Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:30am
Salt Water Café (coffee & fellowship) 10:00am
Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:30 am
Worship & Wonder After Children’s Sermon
Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups) 4:30 —6:30pm

12
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