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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2010! 
 
As we begin the New Year some exciting and challenging things 
are taking place at Beneva. On January 3rd we begin our new 
Praise Service at 9:00 a.m. This will be followed by Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and our Traditional Service be-
ginning at 10:45 a.m. These service times and schedules will con-
tinue year round so that we can offer a variety of worship oppor-
tunities.  In conjunction with our new service times we will be 
embarking on a marketing campaign to begin first in the 
neighborhoods surrounding us with a door to door canvas. Door 
hangers will be made with a description of our church, its minis-
tries, service times and an invitation to join us. This will also be a 
great way for our members to get some exercise on Saturday 
mornings for a couple of hours.  Lunch and Learn will begin 
again on January 7th at 12:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. So far we 
have studied the books of Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy and our 
new study will continue with another of Paul’s letters, Ephesians. 
 
Also during the month of January the Stewardship committee will 
be conducting a Stewardship campaign. On the first four Sundays 
of January I will be preaching and teaching on the many different 
aspects of Biblical and spiritual giving. 
During that time you will be asked to make a commitment to Be-
neva Christian Church for the coming year. At the end of our 
campaign we will have a celebration dinner and will be able to 
asses the direction of our future ministries. As your pastor I ask 
that you prayerfully consider how the Holy Spirit is calling you to 
be involved in our life together. 
May God richly bless you in the coming year! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Pastor Bobby 
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Robert Van Horne  
FREE CONCERT 

  
Mr. Robert Van Horne, noted pianist, composer, arranger and music educator from San Jose, CA. will 
be at Beneva Christian Church on Wednesday, Jan. 20th, 2010, for an evening benefit concert. This 
will be his second visit with us at Beneva. Many of you enjoyed hearing Mr. Van Horne's last concert at 
our church two years ago. We are very fortunate to have such a kind and talented musician with us. 
Admittance to the concert is free. An offering will be taken to benefit our church. Each year, Mr. Van 
Horne gives several free concerts at churches around the country. Please come and bring friends with 
you. I need help with publicizing this event. You can help by putting up fliers, making posters and using 
other sources available to you. If you have contacts at radio stations, newspapers or other means of 
reaching the general public let me know. Let's work together to make this night of music, fun and fel-
lowship a great success. Remember- "Music really does make the world a better place." 
  
                                                                                                                     Bob Blanton 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

 
 

QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY 
JUNE 23-27, 2010 

GREENSBORO, NC 
 

“Awake! Awake Deborah! Awake! Awake, 
break out in song!” – Judges 5:12 
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Check out www.quadrennial.org for more information 
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Please continue to bring your  
Aluminum cans to help support our Health Department Fund used to help people in need with  
medications costs.  Cans can be dropped off behind the garage 

������������  

 
Worship on Wednesdays is our new 
midweek opportunity to gather for food 
at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education.  We 
will also have a guest speaker once a 
month.   
 
Come join us for a midweek spiritual 
recharge.  

Happy New Year from all of us! We hope your holidays were filled with love and laughter. We look for-
ward to being together again and can hardly wait to see what adventures the New Year brings. A great 
big thank you to everyone who helped us to help others by purchasing Christmas gifts for young and 
old. Thank you for making Christmas special for those in need. 
January is our midpoint in the School Year and is the time for our Parent/Teacher Conferences. NEW 
THIS YEAR: We will hold these conferences on Tuesday, January 19th throughout the day on a sign-up 
basis. This is the opportunity for our parents to meet with their child’s teacher, to find out how they are 
doing, and to look toward goals for the remainder of the year. Public schools and Little Disciples will be 
closed for this professional day however childcare will be provided in our Learning Center for our stu-
dents while their parents attend conferences.  
We will also send out information at the end of January regarding Early Registration for the 2010-2011 
School Year. Registration for our current and alumni families for the 2010-2011 School Year will then 
officially begin on February 15, 2010. 
Teacher’s Tidbits by Mrs. Susan Kohut  
What a wonderful December we had! The concert was active, festive and musical. Hope you got to en-
joy it too! Going to preschool in our pj’s and seeing our special visitor was the BEST! Next came our fun 
and exciting classroom parties, the food, the games, the stories…… I’m tired just thinking about it again! 
And to think all this happened before the month was even half over! 
I hope you had a restful, enjoyable and peaceful rest of December….Ha, Ha!  
Silly Mrs. Kohut…well anyway, Happy New Year!! 

Little Disciples Preschool 

MARTHA CIRCLE 
  
The Martha Circle will meet Monday, Jan. 11th at Be-
neva in the Fellowship Hall at 7:15pm.  All ladies of the 
church are invited. Please let Shirley Blanton know if 
you're coming.  

BIFOCAL BUNCH NEWS 
  
Please join us for breakfast at Sugar & Spice Restaurant 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12th, at 9:00AM. Please RSVP 
to Shirley Blanton at 377-7894 or email to 
sailor1954@aol.com 
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CYF Conference  June 20-26 
Genesis Camp  June 27-July 2 
Canoe Camp  July 4-10 
Junior Camp  July 11-15 
Third Grade Camp  July 18-22 
Chi-Rho Camp  July 25-30 
Spiritual Arts Camp August 1-7 
 
Will you answer “Here am I Lord; send 
me” when asked to serve on the staff of a 
youth camp or conference in 2010?  
There is a need for adults to fill camp di-
rectors, counselors, counselors-in-
training, lifeguard, camp nurse and other 
staff positions.  Please contact the camp 
and conference center to let them know 
where you can help.�

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite you to 
join them at 9:45 on Sunday mornings for a time of Bible 
study and discussion.  They meet in the Chi Ryo room in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Discover the joy of growing to-
gether as Christians as we study God’s Word. 

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the CYF 
room at 9:45 on Sunday mornings.  They discuss and 
study the most current events of the week and discover 
how our faith and the Bible intertwine.  Be sure to give 
your e-mail address to Sara or Frank Metheny to be in-
cluded in this exciting class. 

The Salteens continue to meet and study the Bible crea-
tively through drama in the Fellowship Hall’s 
Searcher’s room at 9:45 on Sunday mornings.  There is 
always room for more to join the class! 
 

Attention all Santa’s Helpers 
A big thank you to all of the volunteers 
that made Santa’s Breakfast a big suc-
cess.  We raised over  $300 for the food 
pantry and served over 200 people from 
the community.  We could not of done it 
with out you.  
Beneva’s Youth Groups 

I want to thank each and every youth for their willing-
ness to say yes when asked to help out over the holi-
day season.  God asked you to tell the story of his 
Son’s birth and you did so not only at church in the 
Live Nativity, but while walking down Main Street in 
the Holiday parade.  You reached out to those less 
fortunate by adopting two families and hosting Break-
fast with Santa with proceeds going to the Food Pan-
try.  You supported your church community by mak-
ing wreaths, helping with the tree stand, wrapping 
gifts, and participating in worship.  It is an honor to be 
your youth director and I look forward to spending 
2010 seeing where God is leading you next. 
                   
 Ms. Corry 
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Good News Printed By 
 Creative Technology of Sarasota, Inc. 
 5959 Palmer Blvd. 
 Sarasota, FL 34232 
 (941) 371-2743 

Jan 03 Bertha Stanley 

Jan 04 Joanie Abbot 

Jan 04 Jane Holbrook 

Jan 05 Marlene Silva 

  Jan 08 Walt Carroll 

Jan 09 Olevia Fulkert 

Jan 11 Brenda Root 

Jan 11 Bessie Zauner 

Jan 11 Maggie Sumney 

Jan 13 Carly Walsh 
Jan 14 Glenda Morgan 

Jan 14 Joyce McClain 

Jan 14 Holly Fuqua 

Jan 16 Wanda Rabjohns 

Jan 16 Nicholas Taylor 

Jan 18 Kennedy Fuqua 

Jan 18 Nathan Byrd 

Jan 19 Edward Kelly 

Jan 19 Don Pesano 

Jan 20 Amber Murphy 

Jan 21 Ajayla Poquette 

Jan 21 Jeff Blanton 

Jan 22 Bob McClain 

Jan 23 Vesta Stanley 

Jan 23 Troy York 
Jan 24 Bob Blanton 

Jan 24 Jackie Hazen 

Jan 24 Randy Weber 

Jan 24 Luther Bollman 

Jan 26 Rea Davies 

Jan 27 Iris DuBois 

Jan 29 Justin Pruse 

Jan 11 Don & Patricia Weaver 

Jan 15 David & Glenda Morgan 

Jan 20 Charles & Wanda Rab-
johns 

Jan 25 Jon & Tanya Hart 

Jan 28 Dr. Bobby & Leanne 
Dickerson 
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for all those that “volunteered” your 

time to help our biggest fundraiser for Beneva Chris-
tian Church.  THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK 
YOU for those who supplied the food for all those 
hungry JROTC Cadets and other tree workers..  And 
the biggest THANK YOU to those JROTC Cadets 
for their COUNTLESS hours of devotion to Beneva 
Christian and their commitment to community ser-
vice hour medals!!!   
 
Results of the tree sales were not as expected as we 
fell very short on the sales and did not reach our ex-
pected goal.  We think there were many contributing 
factors ie: economy as well as many other tree stands 
around Sarasota.  A highlight was we cannot say our 
efforts were not appreciated by many, our “SALE” 
and “FREE” days were very gratifying to families 
who could not afford a tree, most especially the Food 
Pantry people that not only obtained food and pre-
sents for their family but yet an added “spirit enhan-
cer” of a Christmas tree!!!  
 
Again many many THANKS to those who helped in 
time and food and enhancing the Spirit of Christ-
mas!!! 
 
Your Christmas Tree Committee  
Frank, Larry, Pete and Dale 
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Financial Report for November 2009 
 

Income  Budget   YTD  Budget 
24,130   16,000   199,979 150,800 
 
Expenses 
13,711   19,232   202,967 190,581 
 
Net Profit (Loss) 
10,418   (3,232)   (2,988)  (39,781) 

Prayer Requests 
 

Taylor Swartz  17 years old undergoing chemotherapy 
Eleanor Losita recovering from surgery 
Jerry Dennis Appendectomy surgery 
Elsie McDonald Heart Cath 
Michelle Klapatch Surgery at Shands 
Ed Whitton Chemo and radiation 
Elsie McDonald stint put in 
Barbara Clements Back procedure and traveling mercies 
 Our military and their families 
Laverne Thomas 
Ellen (Wally Brunton Daughter) Financial situation 
Edith Davidowski 
Joe Fischer Infection in spine 
Lane Williams Hartle lost her son in a boating accident 
Anonymous family who lost grandmother 
Laverne Thomas Skin cancer surgery 
Jerry Caress 
Cathy  cancer count is going up 
(Jerry Caress’s daughter) 
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Joshua’s Men 
 
A Happy New Year and New Decade to all of the men 
that are, or will be, participating in this worthwhile 
MANLY mission. 
 
We continue a call for ALL men to attend the monthly 
gathering of Joshua’s Men.  Our next meeting will be on 
Monday, January 4, 2009 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM for fel-
lowship with our brothers in Christ, including a song, 
scripture and prayer.  The venue for this meeting will be 
at the First Baptist Church in Osprey. 
 
During this meeting we will continue our training, help-
ing each of those who attend to be a “Man of His Word” 
in all aspects of his life.  Our focus this meeting will be 
on “Called to Stand:  A Man and his Mission”.  This 
session is the last video segment of the program entitled 
“Man of His Word”.  We will be deciding on what our 
next teaching topic for future Joshua’s Men meetings will 
be.  That makes attendance at this meeting doubly impor-
tant so we pray for the best possible attendance by any 
and all.  Please tell your friends to join us. 
 
Our last meeting was at the Beneva Christian Church Fel-
lowship Hall.  Our meeting started on time and was well 
attended.  After a song, scripture and prayer we discussed 
the handout portion of “Called to Lead:  A Man in the 
Marketplace” .  There was a lively exchange of opinions 
about the best way each of us can be more effective in 
our personal disciplining as we work on our jobs.  Each 
of us in attendance got a better understanding of how a 
Christ-centered life can change those we come in contact 
with, especially as we work to provide a living for our 
loved ones. 
 
Please place February 1, 2010 on your calendars from 
7:00 to 8:00 PM for the next Joshua’s Men meeting.  The 
venue for this meeting will be determined at the January 
meeting.  Please reach out and ask a brother to join our 
ministry.  Who knows what may be added to the entire 
fellowship by asking the last person in the world that you 
think would want to attend the meeting. 
 
For more information or questions please contact Steve 
Dziadik at 941-228-8605. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,  

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy  New Year, from 
cold NE Ohio. What a year we had at Beneva this 
past year. Think of all we have done in the name 
of Christ.  
 
1. A great Food Pantry. We have no idea the 
number of people we have helped or changed by 
your generosity.  
2 Our youth leading us to the Homeless in the 
Park. Pastor Bobby leading singing, food for the 
masses. People talking to the homeless making 
them feel loved.  
3. Week of Compassion offering that has aided 
millions at home and around the world.  
4. Crop Walk that collected food stuffs for the 
food bank and raised money to combat poverty 
at home and world wide.  Did you know our WoC 
partners with Crop Walk[ Church World Ser-
vice ] ?  
5. There are many more individual out reach pro-
jects that individuals support on their own.  
Plans are already under way for next years walks 
and giving opportunities. When I taught, I always 
found it was easier to teach a student with a full 
stomach than one who was hungry. We have op-
portunities to bring people to Christ once their 
stomachs are full. Mary and I are proud of you! 
 
 IHS Dave Harlow and Mary Caress  
 

Property Report 
 
Not much is happening with our property this month 
with the exception of maintenance on an aging prop-
erty.  We have had to reset the hot water heater in 
Fellowship Hall a few times (after the pancake break-
fast) which means it’s failing, as well as a large aging 
breaker panel for the Sanctuary building that keeps 
tripping.  Good news for Fellowship Hall is we think 
we cure the leaky roof!!!   
We will be putting forth an effort to trim trees and 
change lights with a bucket truck of some sort. 
Please contact the office or Larry if you would like to 
help with doing some things around the church. 
Happy New Year from the Property Department!!! 
 
Larry Hazen 
941.504.9050 
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Elder Serving Schedule for November 2009 

Deacon Serving Schedule for November 2009 

Food Pantry  
By Jackie Hazen 

 
Happy New Year!  We were very blessed during the Christmas season.  This year we had so 

many people come forth and want to adopt a family.  With everyone’s help, were able to provide gifts and food to 
38 children and their families.   From all of them, a big THANK YOU!  From me, THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped to make it all happen. 
 
As the economy continues to be slow, I do not see much change occurring in 2010.  At this point we will continue 
on course to provide food and necessities to 30 families a week.  Please remember we are always looking for 
donations of food, time or funds to help this pantry to keep on going.  We are so valued in our community and 
we provide a very much needed service. 
 
From all of us at the food pantry, thank you to everyone who contributes to this wonderful community outreach 
program.  We couldn’t do it without you! 
 
May everyone have a very blessed and peaceful New Year! 

January 3   Greg Fulkert  Bob Blanton              January 24  Jane and Glenn Oneal 
 
January 10  Glenn and Jane Oneal   January 31  Elsie McDonald and Greg Fulkert 
 
January 17  Bob Blanton and Elsie McDonald 
 

9:00  A.M.  Contemporary Praise Service                  

  January 03     January 10     January 17     January 24     

1 Gail Brodkorb   1 Gail Brodkorb  1 Gail Brodkorb   1 Gail Brodkorb     

2 youth deacon    2 youth deacon    2 youth deacon    2 youth deacon      

                 

10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship                  

  January 03     January 10     January 17     January 24     

1 
Kathy 
Bearden C/G 1 Marilyn Gerkin  B 1 Tim Brodkorb  B 1 Kathy Bearden G   

2 Joe Bearden  B 2 Alisha Brodkorb  C/G 2 Nila Valvo  C/G 2 Joe Bearden  C/B   

3 Nila Valvo    3 Tim Brodkorb   3 Dean Hoover    3 Tim Brodkorb      

4 Tim Brodkorb   4 Kathy Bearden    4 Joyce Hoover    4 Alisha Brodkorb     



The Good News, January 2010 
10 

���
�

���
�

���
�

	�

�

���
�

�
�
�

���
�

�
�

�
�

�
��

��

���
���

���

��

���
��


���
��

���
���

���
���

���
��


 �
���

���
��


�
�
���

���
�

��

���

��
���

���
���

�
�
�
�

���

��

���
��!

��"
�
�

���
#�

�
�
��

��

$�
%

&
�

��
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
$%

&
�+

�
�

��

���
���

"�

,�
��


�-
��.

��

�/�

���
��


���
�
�

,��
��-

�
�
��%

�
$�

���
#�

��

�

$�
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
���

��(
��0

���
��1

�0
��


��
��%

&
�2

3�
4�

#�

��

1�
���


��

'�
�(

���
��


���
��


 
�

��
���

&
�#

��

���

#�
���

��%
�


� 
�

��
�

���
���

���

��

���
��


���
��

���
���

���
���

���
��


 �
���

���
��


�
�
���

���
�

��

���

��
���

���
���

�
�
 �2

�"
���

0�
���

���
,�%

&
�)�

**
�
�

���
��

$�
���

%
&

���

��

��#
�
�

���

���
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
��&

���
5�

���
���

���
�

$�
%

&
���

�


���

���
�"

�

���
��


�-
��.

��

�/�

���
��


���
�
�

,��
��-

�
�
��%

�
$�

���
#�

��

�

���
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
���

��(
��0

���
��1

�0
��


��
��%

&
�2

3�
4�

#�

��

1�
���



�

���
���

���
06

��#
��%

���
��&

���
�

�(
���

��

���

��

 �

�,�

�$
�

���
���

���

��

���
��


���
��

���
���

���
���

���
��


 �
���

���
��


�
�
���

���
�

��

���

��
���

���
���

�
�
 �2

�"
���

0�
���

�'�
,�%

&
�)�

**
�
�

���
��

���
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
�(

'��
���

���
�
�

��
$�

%
&

�2
3�

4�

�

���
�(

'��
���

���
�
�

��
��


�-
��.

��

�/�

���
��


���
�
�

$�
%

&
�7

���
!�


��#
���

�
�
�

�

���
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
���

��(
��0

���
��1

�0
��


��
��%

&
�2

3�
4�

#�

��

1�
���



�

���
�(

���
��


���
��


 
�

���

���
���

���
���


��
���

��

���

��
���

���
���

���
���

��

 �

���
���

��

�
�

���
���

�
��


���
��

���
���

���
�
�

 �2
�"

���
0�

���

���
,�%

&
�)�

**
�
�

���
��

�,�
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
�$

�
��


�-
��.

��

�/�

���
��


���
�
�

,��
��-

�
�
��%

�
$�

���
#�

��

�

�'�
'��

�(
���

��)
�*

*�

��

���
���

��(
��0

���
��1

�0
��


��
��%

&
�2

3�
4�

#�

��

1�
���



�

���
�(

���
��


���
��


 
�

���

���
���

���
���


��
���

��

���

��
���

���
���

���
���

��

 �

���
���

��

�
�

���
���

�
��


���
��

���
���

���
���

#�
���


��
���

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

���
���

���
	
	

�



The Good News January 2010 
11 

 
Week of Compassion is sharing resources and changing lives. Thank you for sharing your resources 
and helping to change lives.   Amy Gopp- 

 

2009 Compassion Response Fund Final Report 
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 

 

 

 

We find ourselves in the midst of the Advent season -- anticipating, hoping, and preparing for the birth of the Christ-
child in our lives and in our world. How desperately we need him! In my humble opinion, good preparation also in-
cludes reflection on what has already been. Each quarter this year, we have provided you with a brief report on all that 
you have helped us make possible through Week of Compassion. Today we send you our final Compassion Response 
Fund Report for 2009 (barring, we pray, any major disasters between now and the New Year).  
  
The Compassion Response Fund is an allocation the Week of Compassion Advisory Committee makes each year to 
enable WoC to respond immediately, effectively and efficiently to requests for emergencies, disasters and other urgent 
and unexpected needs that arise. For 2009 the WoC Committee has allocated $600,000 for the Compassion Response 
Fund; it is the single largest item in the WoC program budget. In addition to what is budgeted for the Response Fund, 
WoC receives designated gifts for the Fund and for specific disasters, countries and situations that further enhance our 
capacity to respond to emergency needs and appeals. Currently, WoC has made a disaster response on average of once 
every 2.5 days. 
Contributions for the Response Fund are needed and welcomed and will be used 100% for emergency response to hu-
manitarian needs in the world. During these difficult economic times, it is the vulnerable, the poor, the diseased and the 
hungry -- those sisters and brothers WoC serves and accompanies -- who feel the most impact. Thus, it is with great joy 
we share with you, our partners in this compassionate and critical ministry, the following report. And we thank you, 
once again, for your courageous compassion.   
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  January 2010 

BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110 

Phone: 941.924.8713           Fax: 941.923.4185 

E-Mail:    bccoffice2@verizon.net 
 

Web Site:  www.BenevaChristian.com 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Discover . . . Spiritual growth 
 

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to worship 
God. In the warmth of God’s presence and with the 
support of others, we grow in our understanding of God in 
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives. 
 

Through worship that is both contemporary and traditional, 
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus. 
 

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s 
presence and remember the meal He shared with His 
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
 

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Christ, or 
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church can help 
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ. �  

What Do Disciples Believe? 
 
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm: 
�� Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, and offers 

saving grace to all. 
�� All persons are God’s children. 
 
Beliefs and practices usually associated with Disciples 
include: 
�� Open Communion. The Lord’s Supper, or 

Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is 
open to all believers. 

�� Diversity of opinion. Each person is free to 
determine individual belief guided by the Bible, the 
Holy Spirit, study and prayer. 

�� Baptism by immersion. In baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of trust in 
God is made possible. Although Disciples generally 
practice baptism by immersion, they honor other 
baptism traditions as well. 

�� Importance of church unity. All Christians should 
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming 
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. 

�� The ministry of all believers. Both ministers and lay 
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities 
and nurture spiritual growth. 

�� Freedom of belief. Disciples are called together 
around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.�  

The chalice symbolizes the central place of  
communion in worship for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). The X-shaped cross of the 
disciple Andrew is a reminder of the ministry of each 
person and the importance of evangelism. 

Contemporary Serrvice                                             9:00am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:45am 

Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:45am 

Worship & Wonder After Children’s Sermon 

Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups)                     4:30 –6:30pm 

Sunday Schedule 


