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The other day while at the groceryestggs | know it’s hard to believe you would find atea grocery store |
saw this word that looked kind of down. | introddaayself to him with a big smile and said, "My namdale
what’s yours?” He said with a hesitation, “My naimé&tewardship.” | knew if | asked the next gigsit was proba-
bly going to be a long afternoon but | did it anywaVhat seems to have you so down?” He said aither and sor-
row combined in his voice, “How would you like tave the name Stewardship. No one understands manis to
be around me. | am treated like | am from outecspa have some disease. | sometimes am avoidbcwiultitude
of excuses.”

Stewardship continued, “How would ydtelto have a name that for the most part is nesed outside the
church? That itself can be a turn off for some.yOh are one of those types. People use my nanigediime but do
they really know who | am. It's not like my buddyel Cream that always brings a smile to people’'s.faasually
bring a grimace. People think of me as the wortlahaays means digging into their pocket for mo@ey. Some
even think | cannot be trusted with children beedusm rarely brought up with the little ones. Wdtywhy can | not
be like others? | am not bad. Could it be that Irnliked because my name is used as a negattvean really a
positive. | am a name of action. | am hard worlkangl can do marvelous things if put in to placean teach dedica-
tion and responsibility. | am very versatile and && used in many different ways. Yes, | know ldaplace in the
church but what would happen if | was invited iptople’s homes and family. What if my philosophg @rinciples
were used by the world would it not be a bettecel® live.? Why could | not even be taught todhiddren as the
bible states to help provide part of a good mavahflation? | want to help people! | want peopléhtok of me and
smile because of the accomplishments we can dohigeé

At this point | could see self confidence reappaanuch prouder word than at the beginning.

As we shook hands and we parted | had to agreenyhaersonal view of Stewardship at the beginniag wot very
good, but | could change and keep an open mind.

It is up to each of us to determine how we willwistewardship. Will you get to know it personallydaunderstand it?
I think once you do you will also be able to sagv&rdship is good. Stewardship can become yourdrie

Now let's go have some ice cream!

Dale Root
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The highlight of the year for Christians is Easter, the day we celebrate Christ's resurrection. Lent is forty-
days of preparation for Easter. Always begins on a Wednesday, called Ash Wednesday. Why 40 days? It
reminds us that Jesus fasted and was tempted in the wilderness for 40 days. Lent, then, is our time of
fasting, prayer, temptation and repentance. Lent is not required anywhere in scriptures, but it has been a
custom, which Christians have practiced for most of the last two thousand years.

The word "Lent" actually means "fast." That's where we get the custom of giving up something for

Lent. However, just to confuse things, Lent is actually 46 days rather than 40 days. Why? The 40 days of
Lent are supposed to be days of fasting, which means days of discipline and self-restraint. But Sunday,
the Lord's Day, should never be a day of fasting, but a day of celebration! So each Sunday we suspend
our Lenten disciplines and celebrate. Lent is 40 "fasting" days spread out over a total of 46 days begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday.

The focus of Lent was always threefold:
1. Itwas atime to prepare new converts for baptism through intensive classes and instruction.

2. Itwas a time for long-standing Christians to review their lives and renew their commitment to
Jesus Christ.

3. Itwas atime for those who had fallen from the faith to be restored.

In every case, it is a time for serious, disciplined self-examination, a time spent in intensive prayer and
repentance. To represent the dark and seriousness of Lent, one custom has been to strip the sanctuary of
all flowers, candles, and colors during Lent. This custom helps us to turn inward and examine ourselves,
even as it reminds us of the dark and colorless Friday when Jesus lay dead in the tomb.

Lent is a time to examine ourselves carefully. Here are some questions upon which you might pray and
meditate during Lent:

Am | sharing gladly what | have with others, especially the stranger and the poor?

Do | feel the power of connection to God and the church in corporate worship?

How is my devotional and prayer life progressing? Am | listening to God more and complaining
less? Is it time for a change or a growth in my Bible study and prayer life?

What are the habitual sins/problems, which still plague me?

Am | as thoughtful and forgiving of others, or do | take my frustrations out on them?

Do | speak up for the outcast and oppressed who can’t speak for themselves, or do | remain
silent?

This year our youth will be leading us in the observance of Ash Wednesday on
February 17", at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Please make plans now to attend this
very meaning filled service as you prepare your hearts to observe a Holy Lent.

Pastor Bobby

Editorial note: “Words from Pastor” moved this month to page 2tdueastor had a lot to share.
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January was a terrific month for us. We returned from holiday recess ready for lots of fun together. Back in Septem-
ber, each Teacher held a Parent Meeting in their classroom to provide an opportunity to discuss classroom rules,
goals, the use of our student evaluations, and to participate in a Question/Answer time together. Parents also re-
ceived a copy of the current student evaluation form we use. Each January we then hold our Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences and in addition to the student evaluations, our Parents are also able to see their child's active Portfolio which is
rich with art, skill level activities, dictation and many photos. | hope for 100% attendance and 100% agreement that
everyone is having a great year!

WE LOVE February here at preschool and this month we will have some very busy days. On February 4™ and5™, our
photographer will be here taking class and graduate pictures. What fun it will be sharing Valentine’s with our class-
mates on February 11" & 12". Chapel & Musical Moments will be held on the 19" and 25™. Busy, busy, busy!!
February also means that Registration for the 2010-2011 school year is just around the corner. On February 15,
2010, current students and their siblings and alumni families will begin registering for Fall 2010. This is also an ex-
tremely busy month for us as we spend the days showing Little Disciples Preschool to families who want their chil-
dren to attend next fall. On March 1, 2010, we will open registration to the public. If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in joining us, please call us soon to set an appointment to visit (note: we offer 10% discount on tuition to our
church members).

Teacher’s Tidbits by Mrs. Martin

Hello- I am Mrs. Martin and | have been having so much fun playing with friends in the M/W/F Early Care program
and assisting in the classrooms. Preparing snacks, setting up the Outdoor Classroom, helping with potty calls, and
preparing the playground for use are also a part of my fun day. After spending seventeen years at Little Disciples Pre-
school, | decided to enhance my professional development in Early Childhood.

During the past year, | have completed many hours of course work in child development. This next month | will be
completing the final requirements needed to obtain my CDA which will then be followed by a visit from a representa-
tive of the Council for Professional Recognition. | look forward to beginning my eighteenth year at Little Disciples Pre-
school with my National CDA (Child Development Associate) credential.

Note from rest of staff: we are SO PROUD of Mrs. Martin!

Please remember never

to park in the circle fire i
lane. The Preschool re-
Iim Fﬁiﬂm HE‘ cently was sited for hav- ASH

ing cars park in this area. WEDNESDAY
F I RE Parking in this area will

prevent emergency vehi-
I_A N E cles from receiving
proper access to the
TOW AwAY buildings in case of an
L Z0NE ) emergency, whether dur-
ing the week or the
weekend.

Please continue to bring your

e Aluminum cans to help support our Health Departnfemtd used to help people in need with
IDALRIE  medications costs. Cans can be dropped off beéhindarage

U
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Its spring and the youth are busier than ever. ybiugh
will be learning about Lent and just why we obseive
part of the church calendar. We will be hosting Ash
Wednesday service on February'End the community
Easter Egg Hunt on April3

The CYF/Chi Rho group will be getting out into the
community and meeting other Christian Teens at Nigh
Life and the Mark Schultz concert on February.21

We are also planning to help with the congregationa
garage sale.

[—

%/ Bifocal Bunch

Sunday, Feb. 7th, at 5:30pm. Super Bowl Party at
the home of Jerry and Mary Caress. RSVP to
Mary Caress at 552-8461, or email to
jcaressl@yahoo.com Please bring finger foods,
snacks or desserts.

Tuesday, Feb. 16th, at 9am. Breakfast at
Troyer's Dutch Heritage restaurant. RSVP to
Shirley Blanton at sailor1954@aol.com or 377-
7894

Please pray for our members who are ill or have
been in the hospital.

Bob Blanton

Good News Printed By
Creative Technology of Sarasota, Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232
(941) 371-2743

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite yo
join them at 9:45 on Sunday mornings for a time of
Bible study and discussion. They meet in the Glu R
room in the Fellowship Hall. Discover the joy abg-
ing together as Christians as we study God’s Word.

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 9:45 on Sunday mornings. They dis-
cuss and study the most current events of the week
and discover how our faith and the Bible intertwine
Be sure to give your e-mail address to Sara ork-ran
Metheny to be included in this exciting new class.

The Salteens continue to meet in the Searchers abom
9:45. We want to invite all 6-12 graders to jogifar a
creative way to study the Bible.

Worship on Wednesdays is our new midweek
opportunity to gather for food at 5:45, worship
6:30, and education. We will also have a guest
speaker once a month.

Come join us for a midweek spiritual recharge.

Empowered by the Spirit, We will reach out
in Love and Fellowship; Teaching and
Making Disciples.
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Feb 01 Troy & Debbie York

Feb 05 Michael & Sibyl Keller
Feb 09 Gil & Sue St. Louis
Feb 09 Bill & Julie Howell
Feb 14 Dean & Janet Gray

Property Report

Sat-A-Workday January 9,
resulted in “some” progress
around our property. A few
ROTC Cadets show up and
with the help of Pete to help
get the Nativity Scene down. We still are workatg
completing the tear down of the Christmas Tree &tan
Other volunteers worked with changing out stred#/po
light fixtures between Fellowship Hall and the Sanc
ary building as well as cutting back oak branches
around the cross in front of our property. Resoits
efforts fixing the lights were not so good... afteang-
ing out the light and Dave Harlow’s efforts goimg2
different ACE Hardware stores to get dawn to dusk
electric eye’s, the lights did not work!!! Chur&taff
wired up a temporary light to illuminate the darght
path so someone else would not fall. The crofomt
of the church looks great. Do to lack of time wa di
have to work on the lights the next Saturdalye found
a new light in Fellowship Hall and another was gra-
ciously donated as well as another Saturday morning
spent getting the lift machine back again and @pta
both fixtures!!! Whew that project donBy the way if
anyone has a chance to stop by ASAP Equipment
Rental on Mcintosh Road PLEASE do so, ask for Vin
(one of the brother owners) and THANK him BdD-
NATING the lift machine, twice!l!
The water heater mentioned last month resulted in
donated water heater which is being looked intovels
as a new one for replacement. Again thanks fochvat
ing and answering requests from our newsletter.
Larry Hazen
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Karen Johnson

Jerry Dennis

Maryann Dziadik
Forest Fahrbach

Alice Stump

Lori Minor
Bob King
Mark Apsey

Roberta Bragg

Travis Creech

JoAnne Humbert

Thomas Byrd
Doug Fruehwald
Suzie Davis

Tim McGee

Gary Well
Hattie Coulter

Maxine Conn

Mike Abbot
Lisa Morrison

Julie Howell

Charlie Gerkin

Garland Poquette

Marcy Griffin
Raymona Owens

Rob Gerkin
Matthew Root
Amy Abbot
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Laverne Thomas
Cathy Morris
Maxine Rogers

for discomfort in her legs
for healing from cancer
for strength and guidance on family matters

Jerry Caress
Mary King
Shirley Blanton
Lois Hall

Janet Shumaker
Lee Streeter Has brain tumor that is pushing on optic
nerve and is having financial difficulties
Brandon Van Vleet

% &' o " *

Job Opening at Beneva Christian in the “Sound asubN Department”

I'll bet you did not know we even had such a job\MWell until this note, there WASN'T one, but
now the position/department has been created. Whtladditional service on Sundays and Jon tak-
ing a new class at school (Wednesday nights), ragrade for the most of February, we need some
help/volunteers.

So if you have always wanted to know a bit moreualithe back corner”
let us know so we can work out a training schedule.

Please contact Larry Hazen or Jon Hart

Financial Report for December 2009

Income Budget YTD Budget

24,898 44,800 224,877 195,600
Expenses

23,105 21,116 226,395 211,697
Net Profit (Loss)

1,792 23,684 (1,517) (16,097)
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Through the largest global alliance of Christian humanitarian agencies, Action by Churches Together
(ACT), Week of Compassion is already on the ground in Haiti. Your generous gifts and offerings are al-
ready at work. Inthe chaos of aid distribution, ACT Alliance members, including Church World Service
(CWS), are managing to get food, temporary shelter, water cleaning materials and expertise to the Haitian
capital.

Prospery Raymond, country manager for ACT member Christian Aid, reports he is concerned there may
not otherwise be enough food in the country to last more than a few days. The streets are still thronged
with homeless people, walking for hours to find food and water. As well as widespread destruction of
homes, schools and other buildings, major damage has been done to key water, electricity and road sys-
tems. Port-au-Prince's heavily congested airport is finally allowing some aid to get through.

Proud to be part of one of the largest alliances working on relief in Haiti, Week of Compassion is grateful
for our partners in the ACT Alliance. Currently, there are four member church agencies working in-
country:

Christian Aid reports it has started distributing f ood and tents, hygiene kits, blankets, jerry cans

and water purifiers to 15,000 people in eight commu  nities , targeting areas getting little help from other
agencies. It has also sent in a medical team through a specialist healthcare organization. CA hopes to
source food from markets in Haiti if possible, but all other items will definitely need to come in from outside.
The team in Haiti is co-coordinating with colleagues in the Dominican Republic to source materials there
where possible.

Lutheran World Federation is constructing a camp fo r ACT members at its compound , with addi-
tional space for member staff. Cooking facilities are provided, and Internet connection is good. Water sup-
ply is problematic. LWF plans to recruit supplementary staff.

Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe has programmed delivery of 15 tons of food relief  together with Cari-
tas Germany.

Lutheran World Relief plans to send a shipment of f  ood products .

Church World Service and Christian Aid offices are ready to serve as a base for receiving emer-
gency items . ACT member staff in Santo Domingo is on the way to Haiti, including CWS staff member
Don Tatlock.

Norwegian Church Aid is prioritizing water sanitati on equipment and psychosocial work . It has sent
a team of water engineers, a communicator and a logistician. Two Norwegian advisors with expertise in
gender and children's' protection are also going.

ACT members report that buildings remain very fragile and continue to collapse. Rain has compounded
the situation of the million people without shelter. The border with the Dominican Republic remains inse-
cure. Health risks of contagious diseases are getting serious. Other towns are also badly affected and
many areas outside Port-au-Prince remain unexplored. A number of staff from ACT members in the coun-
try remain unaccounted for-we are still searching for them since the earthquake.

The United Nations has launched an appeal for $562  million intended to help three million people
for six months. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon describes the situation as one of the worst humanitarian
crises in decades and implored for calm in the beleaguered capital. The number of dead is still un-
known, with estimates ranging from 50,000 to 200,00 0, the BBC reports.

In the midst of this horrific tragedy, we can be comforted knowing that we are doing something. We are
already there, thanks to our amazing partnerships. We are not helpless. Together, we can do so
much. God is there, too. Even in the rubble.

Let us keep the faith. Thank you for your courageous compassion at such a time as this .

- Amy Gopp
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Elder Serving Schedule for November 2009

Feb 7 Glenn & Jane Oneal Glenn call to worship

Feb 14 Bob Blanton & Elsie McDonald Bob call to worship
Lockup church Visitation and communion

Feb 21 Frank & Sara Metheny Frank call to worship

Feb 28 Greg Fulkert & Nila Valvo  Greg call to worship

Glenn Oneal, Chairman

Deacon Serving Schedule for November 2009

9:00 A.M. Contemporary Praise Service

Feb. 7 Feb. 14
1 Joyce Hoover 1 Joyce Hoover 1 Joyce Hoover 1 Joyce Hoover
2 Dean Hoover 2 Dean Hoover 2 Dean Hoover 2 Dean Hoover

Backup - Gail Brodkorb
10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship

February 07 February 14 February 21 February 28
1 Kathy Bearden G |1 Nila Valvo B| 1 Tim Brodkorb | B | 1 | Marilyn Gerkin | G
C C
/ / C
2 Joe Bearden B | 2 Alisha Brodkorb G| 2 Jan Bogart G| 2 Tim Brodkorb | /B
Jennifer Fulk-
3 Nila Valvo 3 Jennifer Fulkert 3 | Kathy Bearden 3 ert
Alisha Brod-
4 Tim Brodkorb 4 Kathy Bearden 4 Joe Bearden 4 korb
Communion Communion
Communion Prep Communion Prep Prep Prep
Kathy Bearden Tim Brodkorb Jan Bogart Marilyn Gerkin
Joe Bearden Alisha Brodkorb Tim Brodkorb Tim Brodkorb

by Jackie Hazen

THANK YOU to everyone who helps out our Food Pantryeach and every month. | would like to send somges-
cial thank you's to the following folks: The “Trail Blazer’'s”, the Pre-K class at First Christian Church who col-
lected a box of food and donated it to our Food Pary: Chase, Sofia, Jasmyn, Brandon, Jaidyn, WillAedan,
Matthew, Jonathan, Michael H, Michael W, Ryan.

The “Arbor’s Social Club” who collected and donatedover 100 pounds of food.

We continue on course to provide food and necessgiti to 30 families a week, which equates to roughly800
pounds of food. Please remember we are always lang for donations of food, time or funds to help tis pantry
to keep on going. We are so valued in our commugitand we provide a very much needed service.

From all of us at the food pantry, thank you to eveyone who contributes to this wonderful community aitreach
program. We couldn'’t do it without you!

God Bless!
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Joshua’s Men

We continue a call for ALL men to attend the mowththering of Joshua’s Men. Our next meeting lagllon
Monday, February 1, 2010 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM fdlowship with our brothers in Christ, includingang, scrip-
ture and prayer. The venue for this meeting vélllb the Beneva Christian Church Fellowship Hall.

During January’s meeting it was agreed to stagva series calleen of Purpose This material will begin in
March 2010 with a 12 month discussion entifleghrless Leadership: Joshua, by Dr. Gene GetSince God felt
what Joshua did was worth an entire book in théeB#nd our fellowship is named after Joshua, thentraining
session has to be viewed as life altering. Plegbkgour friends to join us. The study books vaé available at the
February meeting for a small donation (this wikgacare of a year of study material and the donasiabsolutely
voluntary).

During February's meeting we will conclude our tiag topic entitled “Man of His Word” by Dr. AdriaRogers.
Our focus will be on reviewing the work sheets tigdi“Called to Stand: A Man and his Mission” that were
passed out to all.

January’s meeting took place at the First Baptiair€h of Osprey. Our meeting started on time aas well at-
tended. After a song, scripture and prayer we hnet¢he last video segment calt€hlled to STAND: A Man

and his Mission”. This final video session challenged us to urtdaedsthat having a mission is not like reaching a

final destination but rather it's like being on @fpacted journey that we are to continue on uadatl calls us home.
The review materials for February’s meeting shamlalve some stimulating conversations. You wilintto be
there to be involved first-hand!

Please place March 1, 2010 on your calendars fr@M o 8:00 PM for the next Joshua’s Men meetifibe venue
for this meeting will be determined at the FebruaBeting. Please reach out and ask a brothemt@jw ministry.
Who knows what may be added to the entire fellopvblyi asking the last person in the world that yook would
want to attend the meeting!!

For more information or questions please contae¥éSDziadik at 941-228-8605.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February 2010

What Do Disciples Believe?

Like most Christians, Disciples affirm:
Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, andreffe
saving grace to all.

All persons are God’s children.

Beliefs and practices usually associated with Dissi
include:
Open CommuniariThe Lord’s Supper, or
Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is
open to all believers.
Diversity of opinion Each person is free to
determine individual belief guided by the Biblegth
Holy Spirit, study and prayer.
Baptism by immersionn baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of tmust

God is made possible. Although Disciples generally

practice baptism by immersion, they honor other
baptism traditions as well.

Importance of church unityAll Christians should
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ.

The ministry of all believer&8oth ministers and lay
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities
and nurture spiritual growth.

Freedom of belieDisciples are called together

around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Clas
Lord and Savior.

im-‘

The chalice symbolizes the central place of
communion in worship for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The X-shaped cross of the
disciple Andrew is a reminder of the ministry otba
person and the importance of evangelism.

Discover . . . Spiritual growth

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to wqurshi
God. In the warmth of God'’s presence and with the
support of others, we grow in our understandin@ofl in
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives.

Through worship that is both contemporary and tiamal,
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s
presence and remember the meal He shared with His
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lortible.

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Chaist
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church belp
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ.

Sunday Schedule

Contemporary Serrvice 9:00am
Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:45am
Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:45am
Worship & Wonder After Children’s Sermon
Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups) 4:30 —6:30pm
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