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An Easter Pastoral Letter

Friends,

As we journey through this Holy Week, | am deephaee that many Florida congregations are in the
midst of transitional moments, as is the RegioglfitPuring these three months | have met with 8ear
Committees in various stages of their processegregations welcoming new pastors and saying good-
bye to pastors who have served faithfully, and cegagtions facing difficult decisions about theituites,
their ministries, and their relationship to the coumities they serve. | have met with both of thgiBeal
Women’s Cabinets, some youth of the region, thett&ast Hispanic Convention and the Seniors — each
group in their own way trying to flesh out a freghkion for the future. We have sat around felloipdiall
tables in a series of six Regional gatherings alietl about the pain of the recent past and eveghta
few glimpses of hope for the future.

It is true, each of these transitions requiresatiu of sorts. My friend Sandy Messick says, “These
ments require a letting go: be it of expectationkapes, the ways things have always been, thempces
of a past leader, a worship setting that stillgesimfortable but no longer speaks to a new ganarat...
you get the idea. Even when change is good, filléld anticipation and excitement, there is stilirss
thing that isn’t anymore. With that change, thargrief, and it is good and right to recognize aathe
that grief.”

Of course it is hard to let go, to lay some thidgs/n. It challenges us to trust that in orderfew life to
emerge we must be willing to allow some things Werish to be buried. While grief is a natural drt
the process we cannot cling to what no longer Isrlifg. We must turn those things over to Godrs t
God can bring a resurrection that we ourselvesaanmagine.

On Easter we are reminded anew that death idwearid. That the promise of the Christian pathas
life will win over death. That love will conqueate. That light will shine in the deepest darkneake are
reminded that when held in Spirit's embrace, cor@diin death is opportunity — opportunity for néfe |
to begin again. Friends, new life will come -- pagok it will be embracing new leadership, ministgiim
new ways or to new communities, forging new connestand relationships, or leaving a legacy fau-a f
ture generation. Who knows what form this new\\ié take?

It is good to be a part of the Christian Churclriorida. We may not yet see clearly what the mext of
this road looks like or where this journey leadfge are confident however that it is God workingind
through us and that the same Spirit who moved anrésurrection day we mark each Easter, is fdithfu
and present at this very moment.

God Be With You,

Rev. Rebecca L. Hale
Transitional Interim Regional Minister
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Crop Walk----- Crop walk was held on March 21. Thee were 26 walkers signed up
from Beneva Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] There were 266 total walkers at
the St. Armands's Circle Lutheran Church. It rained so hard that the walk was
shortened to 1 mile for those brave enough to walkThis writer didn't choose to
walk. You should be proud of your "Youth in Action", and their sponsors. Not only
did they walk, but they gave $80 of their money frm the church sale! Crop walk
raises money to help people help themselves. It sais money to drill water wells for
drinking and crop irrigation. It buys seeds, cowsgoats and whatever it takes to en-
able people to care for themselves. Funds go talgeople in times of natural disas-
ters like in Haiti or Chile. Because CWS has contds in nearly every country, their
supplies get in usually first. The Disciples of Chst do not believe that God is pun-
ishing people for their sins by creating disasterdNo loving father ever wants to see
his children hurt, and God is our loving Father! Dave Harlow

We had a Sun-A-Workday on March 21 in which we &bdut 15 people attending. Although Mother Na&aurd
His Majesty did not discuss what we wished for $pring Cleanup event we got a few items completgd but-
side and inside. | don’t usually mention speqifemple in my reports but | need to give a spebiahks to Jeff Mor-
risson for his power washing efforts. Becauséhefweather, including thunder and lighting, we dedito coax
Jeff off the garage roof to indulge in charbroiledgers and dogs. He did not quite get to thewaif point on
Sunday but called me Monday morning making arrareggsito get things opened so he could finish the jo

off. Please thank Jeff when you approach and dwvéhe newly cleaned garage roof!! We did geit ather power
washing done, lights changed in the sanctuaryFafidwship Hall. We unfortunately found anothertevdeak in
Fellowship Hall by the large sliders that overldbk Gazebo area.

This brings me to the next work day which will beck to our regular Sat-A-Workday the weekend ofilAld. Of
course we will be asking God to be with us this slayve can finish some our Spring Cleaning projettdmming
bushes, cleaning leaves from rain gutters, powshimng the Gazebo to name a few.

| also put out another request for a large “leakei-upper” of some sort. | have asked ASAP anat&®epot if
they have such a beast and neither had one buestegigthat maybe Home Depot may have somethingvelseare
one of the major property issues at Beneva anduldvsurely be nice to have/obtain one for our/&attorkday, or
forever...

Another thing that I'm pretty excited about is dtge Energy Audit from Florida Power and Lightwalked the
property with Hal from FPL and learned some amafaots. As we walked the property he mentionedynmaany
things to consider. Some of these issues will gelpat home as well. How about the air conditidhermo-

stat... 5 degrees warmer can save between 15 — 30 pghpawpending on the tonage of your unit (thesggda in
the Kitchen at Fellowship Hall that says keep at.J5. Beneva has 2 separate electric meters,&ytnctuary and
Education building are on Demand electric and BloReship Hall pays a flat rate all year. Did yondw it cost
approximately $18 to $28 DAY to keep Fellowhip Hall going? How about $16 - $8DAY for the Sanctuary
and Education buildings. The long story will bexn@onth as I'll be taking more of Hal's suggestdn everyone.

Please mark your calendars for April 10 Sat-A-Wark®:00 am to noon.
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How We Can All Help Women in the Congo
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There are few other conflicts in the world where lihk between our consumer appetites
and massive human suffering is so diré6t.
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The total Week of Compassion Giving from Beneva Christian
Church was $2300, with $2000 being designated for Haiti Relief.
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! true story of how Nelson
Mandela joined forces with the captain of South Af-
rica's rugby team to help unite their country, and
some of us even helped reach out to our community
by helping with the door hangers. We don'’t plan on
letting the grass grow under our feet in April. We
will be making a trip to the beach on April 11" and
plan on doing a mission trip to our Camp and Con-
ference center in Ocala. And just incase you are
worrying about our studies we took the season of
Lent to look at the symbols of Easter, the middle
and high school group studied prayer and being au-
thentic. If you know of any youth looking for a place
of spiritual growth and fellowship invite them to join
us on Sunday afternoons a 4:30 followed by a snack
supper at 6.

If you will be graduating from high
school, college, or any other type
of continuing education this spring

please call and let the office know.

We want to celebrate this accom-
plishment with you on Sunday
June '

Worship on Wednesdays is our new
midweek opportunity to gather for food

at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education. We
will also have a guest speaker once a
month.

Come join us for a midweek spiritual

The adultCornerstone Classwould like to invite you to

join them at 10:450n Sunday mornings for a tim8ief
ble study and discussion.
They meet in the Chi Ryo
room in the Fellowship Hall.
Discover the joy of growing
together as Christians as we
study God’s Word.

TheWired Word class continues to meet in the CYF
room at 10:45 on Sunday mornings. They discuss and
study the most current events of the week and d&co
how our faith and the Bible intertwine. Be surayiee
your e-mail address to Sara or Frank Metheny tmbe
cluded in this exciting class.

Called Congregational
Meeting

Sunday April 11
After Second Service
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Apr 01
Apr 02
Apr 02
Apr 02
Apr 03
Apr 03
Apr 04
Apr 06
Apr 06
Apr 07
Apr 08
Apr 10
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 16
Apr 18
Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 26
Apr 28
Apr 29
Apr 30

Danielle Walsh
Joyce Brown
Bobby Blanton
Jonathan Case
Dottie Weil
Kathy Bearden
Tim Murphy
Danny Eastman
Antonio Truijillo
Marie Oberle
Bob Evans

Jan Schroeder
Taylor Swartz
Timothy Brodkorb
Linda Giordano
Jennifer Fulkert
Gail Boggs
Mary Lawton
Jon Hart
Rebecca Garapic
Michael Root
Jacey Byrd
Shari Fruehwald

Claire Rieser

Lunch and Learn
Thursdays
12:15—1:00pm
Fellowship Hall

Apr 06
Apr 07
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 13
Apr 14
Apr 16
Apr 19

Glenn & Jane Oneal
Edward & JoAnn Kelly
Tim & Nadia Murphy
Charlie & Paula Martin
Marko & Maggie Sumney
Nathan & Debra Byrd
Bob & Shirley Blanton
John & Marti Albritton
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Resurrection is a central theme in Judaism, Chngyi and Islam. What makes the idea of resurractio
SO important to us as human beings that it is coedain all major religions? Is resurrection plogsior
spiritual or both? When does it happen before eatlts, after our death, before the second coming or
on judgment day? Have you even thought much alesuirrection except at Easter?

This Easter | have been thinking about resurredtianwhole new light. Resurrection for me is bring
ing someone or something back to life. Like in ¢thse of Jesus, God resurrects Jesus from the @lead t
assure our salvation from sin and give us hopetemal life (see 1Corithians 15). However, Jeses’
urrection is just not physical it is spiritual aslihvand that’s what interests me.

What in our lives has died that needs resurre@tlagt love, joy, peace, patience, understandng,
hope? Is it our spirits, the gifts of the spiritdathe fruits of the spirit in our life that neexéxperience
the resurrecting power of God? During this seaddfaster, as we celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, | pray that we wileaperience the same power of God that raisedsChr
form the dead. That God will bring back to life seathings in our hearts and spirits that need tmkn
His powerful touch. That we will be able not obdycelebrate the resurrection of Jesus but our own
personal resurrection as well.

Happy Easter!

Pastor Bobby

Financial Report End of February

14060 27222
Expenses

16765 32648
Net

(2705) (5425)
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The past senior retreat March 16-18, held at thiés@dmn Church Conference Center, in Silver Spriwgs the
largest attended retreat ever! We had a challeraye tp raise funds for the camp "Camperships".Wweee chal-
lenged to raise $3,000 . It would be matched biftafy$3,000. Not only did we match the challenge, collected
almost $2,000 more dollars! | have given Corrygyapork for our youth to receive some of this maribyly
needy youth may go to camp for free.----The spesafied us with Joy and Inspiration. Rather thahl8 study,
we had sermons every night. The theme of the rtetras "Faith Journey". The key note speaker wasRev
James Collins, newly retired minister of the Peiael Disciples church, Atlanta, Ga. Topics covevede "Be
Filled with the Spirit", Be Empowered with the S¥ir"Aging, A Spiritual Journey", and "Live by the

Spirit".  Mark your calendars for next years ratrdt will be March 15-17,2011. The theme "HalMB"[ What do
you do with the second half of your life"?].Gueseakers will be: Rev. Dr. Steve Gentle,Sr.Pastatiddal City
Christian Church, and Rev.Carl Zerweck, Directotwiteers in Mission- Division of Homeland MinistsieRE-
MEMBER YOU ARE A SENIOR AT AGE 55  Dave Harlow

Happy April everyone! We will return from Spring Recess with so many wonder-
ful events planned that we just can't wait to get started! Our families are kept up
-to-date with an office calendar of events and | will soon be sending home

the last event calendar of the school year. Where did this year go?!

In April we continue our "Specials with Staff" Wednesdays where each staff
member gets to plan a special activity and meet with every class=lots of fun for everyone! We
have more Extended Care pizza days and Happy Meal days planned as well so sign-up early for
these delicious afternoons. We are also having tons of fun getting ready for our upcoming Spring
Concert which is all about "Nursery Rhymes" and is sure to be a humpy-dumpty good time!

We are still awaiting our annual assessment visit from Look for the Stars. Last year we opened
the doors to participate in this wonderful assessment and received 4-stars (no one in Sarasota
county received the highest rating of 5-stars). This assessment program was a great opportunity
for our preschool to gain insight, gather data and also provided funding to help us achieve even
greater goals. We are excited to have Look for the Stars return-hope they get here soon be-
cause we are running out of days to play!

As the calendar nears May, we begin lots of End-of-Year activities (but we don't really want to
talk about that yet because Mrs. Kohut will begin to get teary-eyed). By the way, our Registration
for our 2010-2011 school year is going strong and most classes are already filled!! If you, or
someone you know is wanting to join us next year-call today and see how much fun we have at
Little Disciples Preschool!
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We continue a call for ALL men to attend the montbath-
ering of Joshua’s Men. Our next meeting will beMdonday,
April 5, 2010 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM for fellowshipitiv our
brothers in Christ, including a song, scripture gnrdyer.
The venue for this meeting will be at the Benevaisiian
Church Fellowship Hall.

March’s meeting took place at th& Baptist Church of Os-
prey. Our meeting started on time and was weénald.
After singing ‘Majesty”, scripture and prayer, we discussed
our new series callelden of Purpose Steve Dziadik led our
intrepid group in an overview of how to use our nkife-
way/Small Groups study book including a suggesteg
follow the book’'s guidance. The emphasis shouldagb
remain on growing as Christian individudlsside an ever
growing brotherhood of Christian Men. None of u#f ever
be more than the least of us as we learn to folle\Biblical
example given to us by our group’s hamesake — Joshix-
tra study books will be available at all future tiegs for a
small donation and they are yours to keep, writand learn
from (this will take care of more than a year efdst material
and the donation will rema@bsolutelyvoluntary).

We agreed that a rotating discussion leader ral@dio new
series on Fearless Leadership would be adojtegson One
(April 5) — “Basic Training for Life” will be guided by
Steve Dziadik. Lesson Two (June 7) —“Supernatural
Courage & Blessing'will be guided by Frank Metheny. The
role of discussion leader is absolutely voluntany dach man
should see it as an incredible opportunity to growsod’s
Word. We look forward to establishing volunteecs &ll
thirteen lessons with a backup leader in case oflicts.
God will do incredible things in your spiritual difwhen you
accept his call to lead.

Please place May 3, 2010 on your calendars frome§i
TBD) for the next Joshua’'s Men meeting. The forfoathis
meeting will take on the appearance of a pichiaéirand a
good time will be had by all, including our famiie The
venue and details for this meeting will be deteedirat the
April meeting. Please reach out and ask a brdthgyin our
ministry utilizing our Joshua’s Men Fellowship bousss
cards. Always carry a few extra cards with yountdte an-
other man to join our group of God’s warriors. ydu run

Please join us Thursday, April 8th., at 9am for
Breakfast at First Watch Restaurant on the So.
Trail. RSVP to Mary Caress

Will meet at the Olive Garden Restaurant for dinner
on Monday, April 19th. at 5:30pm. Please RSVP to
Shirley Blanton at 377-7894 or
Sailor1954@aol.com

The Newsletter is now being placed on the
church’s website. If you do not have access to
the internet and would like a printed copy,
please notify the church office so we have an
idea on how many copies to print..

Please continue to bring your
Aluminum cans to help support our
Health Department Fund used to help
people in need with medications costs.
Cans can be dropped off behind the ga-
rage
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APRIL 4th JANE & GLENN ONEAL, Glenn call to Worship

Elder Serving Schedule for April 2010

APRIL 11th BOB BLANTON & ELSIE McDONALD, Bob call to Worship

APRIL 18th FRANK & SARA METHENY, Frank call to Worship

APRIL 25th GREG FULKERT & NILA VALVO, Greg call to Worship also both

to visit and take communion to the shut ins.

9:30 A.M. Contemporary Praise Service - Communion will be served up

front

Easter 4/4/2010 April 11 April 18 April 25
Joyce and Dean Joyce and Dean Joyce and Dean Joyce and Dean
| Hoover 1 Hoover 1 Hoover 1 | Hoover
2 Gail Brodkorb 2 Gail Brodkorb 2 Gail Brodkorb 2 | Gail Brodkorb

Shared Duties: Gail Brodkorb and while still in town, Joyce and Dean Hoo-

ver.

10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship - Communion will be served in the pews rather than

up front
Easter 4/4/2010

April 11

April 18

April 25

| Kathy Bearden 1 Debbie York 1 Tim Brodkorb 1 | Kathy Bearden G
C
C/
4 Joe Bearden 2 Nila Valvo G| 2 Alisha Brodkorb G | 2 | Joe Bearden
C
/
3 Tim Brodkorb 3 Jennifer Fulkert B | 3 Gail Brodkorb B | 3 | Marilyn Gerkin B
4 Alisha Brodkorb 4 Marilyn Gerkin 4 Jan Bogart 4 | Jennifer Fulkert

Communion Prep

Communion Prep

Communion Prep

Communion Prep

Kathy Bearden Debbie York Tim Brodkorb Kathy Bearden
Joe Bearden Nila Valvo Alisha Brodkorb Joe Bearden
! 11}
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April 2010

BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ)
4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110

Phone: 941.924.8713 Fax: 941.923.4185

i

!

E-Mail: bccoffice2@verizon.net

Web Site: www.BenevaChristian.com

Sunday Schedule
Contemporary Serrvice 9:30am
Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:30am
Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:45am
Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 10:45am
Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups) 4:30 —6:30pm

What Do Disciples Believe? | %i,_i
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm: Ell—%E‘E

Beliefs and practices usually associated with Dissi
include:

Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, andreffe
saving grace to all.
All persons are God’s children.

'\

The chalice symbolizes the central place of conioruim
worship for the Christian Church (Disciples of Ghyi The
X-shaped cross of the disciple Andrew is a remirudehe
ministry of each person and the importance of eghsig.

Open CommuniariThe Lord’s Supper, or

Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is

open to all believers.

Diversity of opinion Each person is free to Discover . . . Spiritual growth
determine individual belief guided by the Biblegth
Holy Spirit, study and prayer.

Baptism by immersionn baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of tmust
God is made possible. Although Disciples generally
practice baptism by immersion, they honor other  Through worship that is both contemporary and tiwatl,

baptism traditions as well. we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus

Importance of church unityAll Christians should ) -

each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. presence and remember the meal He shared with His
The ministry of all believer8oth ministers and lay ~ followers. All believers are welcome at the Lorttible.

persons lead worship, direct service opportunities  \whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Cheist
and nurture spiritual growth. curious about Christianity, the Christian Church balp

Freedom of belieDisciples are called together —  yoy explore Christianity and learn about Christ.
around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Clas

Lord and Savior.

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to wqrshi
God. In the warmth of God'’s presence and with the
support of others, we grow in our understandinGodl in
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives.
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