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Moving Forward In Ministry 
 
On Sunday, April 11th, Beneva Christian Church held a congregational meeting to decide on a temporary restructur-
ing of leadership within the church. The congregation overwhelmingly approved a change in the by-laws for a one 
year period of time. The changes that were made will make a big difference in the effective of the board and our life 
together as Christ’s Church. 
 
 I want to highlight some of the changes for you.  The structure and membership of the board will go from thirty-five 
members to a maximum of fifteen. Length of service has change for board members from three years to one year 
commitment. Any member can serve on the board regardless of how long they have been a member of the congrega-
tion. Board meetings will be monthly instead of every other month as was the case previously. And any member of 
the board can succeed themselves in that position. 
 
The changes made expedite the decision making process, provided needed flexibility, allow the infusion of new peo-
ple and new ideas, provide for better communication, and generally make the board more effective and efficient. 
 
The nominating committee will consist of Dale Root, Olevia Fulkert, Glen O’Neil and my self. If you have any sug-
gestions of person that you feel would be a good choice for leadership in the future please contact us with their 
names and their willingness to serve. The new leadership will be brought before the congregation some time in May 
for its approval. 
 
These are exciting times at Beneva as we continue to change to meet the ministry challenges of the future. Pray for 
your church and its leadership as we make decisions that will impact our future as Christ’s church here in Sarasota. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bobby 
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The recently completed  CROP WALK  was a very good example of Beneva Christian Church[Disciples of Christ] 
working together with the Christian community, to raise funds for local and world wide relief. 26 people signed up to 
walk and 23 actually came to walk! If you remember, it was a cold and rainy day.Our church collected $750 for the 
walk. That is the most money ever raised by Beneva. It is impressive when you realize our church just finished the 
Week of Compassion/Haiti Relief giving. In another article, you can see that the Disciples of Christ are still in Haiti 
long after some groups have already left. It is true in the Gulf coast, still recovering from Hurricane Katrina after 41/2 
years we are still there. It is estimated that there is still 10 years of work left just to repair the existing homes in New 
Orleans! GOD has plans for Beneva Christian Church[Disciples of Christ]. Disciple's missionaries only are sent to 
countries that request them. They may be doctors, teachers,aid workers,etc. WEEK of COMPASSION funds may be 
sent any time! Let's pray that we come through the new hurricane season with out needing any of these funds. Dave 
Harlow and Mary Caress your outreach team. 

�����������	
��
����
������������
�
��
�������
	���������
�������������	��	����	���������� �����������
	������������
�������������	�����	���
��	
������	�����������
��
���� ����������
� ������� �
����
!������"����	���
��	�������
��
!����
	������#
��������������	��	
���$���
��������������� ����������	��	����	����%&��"������
��������
�����
����'��������������!����	
!��������������������

�! 
	�����!��$�(��	�����������)�	��������!�������
���� �
���
���������"�����
������������!�	����!�������
��� �������*�	�����
��
����������	���
�"������
����	��� ����	*
������*���	����
���
����	������
��	
	��������
��
�� ��������
!�����������	���	

�	��$�����	��������	��
�	���	����	���
�
��
��������	��
	!�������������
��+ ��	��$��,���)����	��
����
�
�
�����!
	�����
������� ���*

	���������
����������	�������
�����!�	�������	���
 �
��
�����	�������$�����
�����������
�����
���
����������	
���������	���)��������	���)�������� �������-���
����
!�����
��
�����������	���	
�	��
�������������)�
��$�
Africa: [9,465] 
%�"&���*���!��	"����
!�����
%�"..&�*�/���	"�)	��
�)�����
%."����*�0!	��	"�����������
%+���*�1���	�)�"�)	��
�)�����
East Asia and the Pacific: [2,500] 
%�"&���*���2�"���������
������
Latin America and the Caribbean: [307,500] 
%�"&���*��
!�����	"���
�	���
������
%�+"&���*������"��	
�� �	���
%�3�"&���*�4	���"��	
�� �	���
Middle East and Europe: [11,000] 
%."����*�5	6	7�����,	��"����	���	
�	��	�����	����
%&"����*�(
	 "�	�����	�������(89��:�
���!����
General: [6,000] 
%."����*�������	
������
����������
;	�	!	��	
"���������
�����
��
1	���	"�������
������
Domestic: [16,970] 
%&���*��	����
��	"��	��	�����������
���
%�"&���*����
��	"����!*��
�����	���
�
�����
��
%<"&���*�=�����	�	"����!*��
����

��	���
�����
��
%�"����*�>�)�?�
���"�������
������
%@"����*���#	�"���

��	���
�����
��
%<���*���#	�"�
���������
���!���	�����	����
%&���*�0$A$"������)����
����
���
%�&��*�0$A$"���
���	�����	�������
���	

�	�  



The Good News, May  2010 
4 

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite you to 
join them at 10:45on Sunday mornings for a time of Bi-

ble study and discussion.  
They meet in the Chi Ryo 
room in the Fellowship Hall.  
Discover the joy of growing 
together as Christians as we 
study God’s Word. 

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the CYF 
room at 10:45 on Sunday mornings.  They discuss and 
study the most current events of the week and discover 
how our faith and the Bible intertwine.  Be sure to give 
your e-mail address to Sara or Frank Metheny to be in-
cluded in this exciting class. 

 

Quadrennial Assembly 

 June 23-27,2010, Greensboro, N. C.  "Awake !
Awake Deborah! Awake!Awake,break out in song!"-
Judges 5:12.  Thousands of women worshiping and 
learning together!! You want to be there!!  Check out 
www.quadrennial.org for more information.       
Mary Harlow  

Beneva’s Youth have once again showed what an 
awesome group they are. Next time you are at the 
Camp and Conference Center be sure to look in the 
trees and see our youths handy work.  During our 
mini mission trip the weekend of April 23rd 8 of 
youth spent the day creating a new game that will be 
used during summer camp.  We also attended Sun-
day service at 1st Christian Church of Ocala, what a 
great welcome we received.  We would like to thank 
Matthew Root for joining us and being our personal 
life guard.  We will be sharing our mission experience 
during services on May 16. 
  
Congratulations to: 
Jonathan on his Baptism on Easter Sunday. 
Colin on his 1st Communion on April 11. 

Please Prayer for: 
Sara Metheny’s brother and family 
Sid Gates 
Ed  and Pat Stencel 
Marcy Boykin 
Bob Blanton 
Platt Family 
Loren Short 
Loren Short’s Grandmother 
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Worship on Wednesdays is our new 
midweek opportunity to gather for food 
at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education.  We 
will also have a guest speaker once a 
month.   
 
Come join us for a midweek spiritual 
recharge.  
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If you will be graduating from 
high school, college, or any other 
type of continuing education this 
spring please call and let the of-
fice know.  We want to celebrate 

this accomplishment with you on Sunday June 6th. 

May 04 Marko Sumney 

May 04 Nila Valvo 

May 05 C.J. Powell 

May 07 Caitlin McDowell 

May 11 Mary Caress 

May 12 Edd Spencer 

May 14 Diane Christian 

May 16 Edith Davidowski 

May 17 Corry O'Carroll 

May 17 Jared Root 

May 20 Dorthia Rogers 

May 22 Jennifer Daniels 

May 22 Thelma McKahan 

May 26 Jason Hart 

May 28 Roy Fahrbach 

May 28 Gil St. Louis 

May 30 Robert Ely 

May 30 Danielle Pruner 

May 30 Pauline Totten 

May 30 Todd Dellit 

May 31 Robyn Brunner 

May 31 Wilma Kaulfuss 

May 22 Peter & Rebecca 
Garapic 

May 29 David & Kitty Polk 
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We enter into May knowing this is the end of another wonderful year here at Little Disciples Pre-
school. For some families, it means the end of four, six or eight years of schooling with us and 
the graduation of their second or third child from LDP. You can imagine how proud we are of 
each and everyone of our graduates.  
  
On Monday, May 3rd, we will hold our Annual End of Year Family Picnic with all our families 
gathering at Siesta Beach. This is always a highlight for me as I get to see all the families come 
together for a potluck dinner and playtime. We also see many of our alumni students at this 
event, and enjoy a chance to reminisce over the year’s activities.  
  
On Wednesday, May 12th, our Graduates-to-be will come together and rehearse for their upcom-
ing ceremony. This rehearsal will be followed by a celebration luncheon. Set up to resemble the 
“big school’s” cafeteria, the children will enjoy a special lunch together in Fellowship Hall. (Do we 
really have to let them graduate?) 
  
There’s only a few more chances to be a part of our world-famous “lunch bunch” so come join in 
the fun in Extended Care! On Friday, May 14th we’re having a “Special Happy Meal” luncheon so 
RSVP early to secure your preschooler’s yummy tummy.  
  
Our last week of school will be full of end of year parties and various activities. On May 17th and 
18th we will be turning the Outdoor Classroom into a water park complete with pools and water 
sports. Be sure to lather those preschoolers with sunscreen, send in a beach towel and we’ll all 
have a soaking good time!  
  
On Friday, May 21st, we will graduate 18 very grown up, very loved students. The ceremony   
begins at 11:00am with a reception in the courtyard to follow. This is also our last day of school 
for the 2009-2010 school year. 
  
We will enjoy nine weeks of Summer Camp this year. Beginning June 7th, these week-long 
camps will be available through August 7th. All sessions remain open at this time. If you are inter-
ested in joining us, please contact the preschool office soon. We hope everyone has a summer 
filled with adventures. 
  
Enrollment for the 2010-2011 year finds us nearly FULL at all age levels!!!! The office will be 
open various hours through the summer so be sure to stop in and say hi! 
  
Thank you to all our wonderful families for a truly beautiful year. We hope all of our Parent Volun-
teers had as much fun as we did & that you will consider joining in the fun again next year. Thank 
you dear parents for sharing your children with us. Together we have survived booboo’s and 
separation anxiety and we have celebrated birthdays, losing baby teeth, learning to tie our shoes 
and the birth of many beautiful new siblings (future preschoolers!). May God be with each of you 
‘til we meet again. 
�  
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In Memory of:                                                         Given by:                                              
Leon Davidowski                                                   Edith Davidowski 
Nathan Wayne Van Vleet                                      Pastor Bobby and Leanne Dickerson 
Our Parents                                                   Jerry and Mary Caress 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Rabjohns                                     Charles and Wanda Rabjohns 
Donald G. Thompson                                                  Florine P. Blake 
Dean Platt                                                   Bob and Shirley Blanton 
David Andrew Hatfield                                      Carroll and Lisa Hatfield 
In Honor of:  
Jerry and Mary Caress                                      Dan and Sarah McNabb 
Norma J. Thompson                                                  Florine P. Blake 
Our Children and Grandchildren                           Jerry and Mary Caress 
Frank B. Marshall III                                                   Kathy Bearden 

God's green acre ~ Am I talking to a brick wall ~ An angel belongs in the garden ~ Be-
tween a rock and a hard place ~ Bit off more than you can chew ~ Either you sink or you 
swim ~ Every cloud has a silver lining ~ Flowers are God's way of smiling ~ From small 
beginnings come great things ~ Garden of Weed’n ~ Get your feet wet ~ Give a little, take 

a little ~ God's green earth ~ If you plant it they will come ~ I never promised you a rose garden ~ Life began in a 
garden ~ No way on God's green earth… 

Opportunity is missed by most people because  
it is dressed in overalls and looks like work. 

- Thomas A. Edison 
God and Google are great!!!  As you can see I picked a couple little sayings to start this property report hoping a 
few of them will reach out and grab you. 
“Bit off more than you can chew” I guess this is the way we are feeling about trying to keep up the prop-
erty at our beloved Beneva Christian Church.  We have a very dedicated/seasoned 5 to 7 volunteers that help with 
keeping our property pleasing to the eye.  Summer is pressing in on us, it is surely to be hot and we don't want to 
burn out our dedicated volunteers. 
A new plan for summer maintenance: we'd like to create 3 or 4 teams to rotate through the weekly mowing, whack-
ing, trimming, blowing etc..  I will be asking each of our regular/seasoned volunteers to head up a team with a 
minimum of three or four people.  If we get three teams that means each team gets a two-week reprieve in between 
mowings. 
So with God as my coach, heading up my team, we will be asking you to be on our team in one of two ways: A) 
volunteer, or B) WE will ask you to be a volunteer. 
Now go back and read those sayings again and I'm sure you'll find something that fits our situation at Beneva. 
Larry Hazen 
Property Manager 
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Please continue to bring your  
Aluminum cans to help support our 
Health Department Fund used to help 
people in need with  medications 
costs.  Cans can be dropped off behind 
the garage 
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The Newsletter is now being placed on the 
church’s website.  If you know of someone hav-
ing trouble getting the Good News please notify 
the church office so we can  print them a copy or 
email it to them, 

 
We continue a call for ALL men to attend the monthly gath-
ering of Joshua’s Men.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
May 3, 2010 for a picnic/barbeque.  The venue for this meet-
ing will be determined by our recreation committee led by 
Frank Metheny & Don Baugh.  Specifics will be emailed or 
telephoned to all members so they and their families may at-
tend. 
 
April’s meeting took place at the Beneva Christian Church.  
Our meeting started on time and was well attended.  After 
singing “Majesty”, scripture and prayer, Steve Dziadik led 
the group’s discussion on Basic Training and it was a very 
interactive discussion that had many modern day applica-
tions.  We did run short on time and as such starting with the 
June 7 meeting we will start 15 (6:45 PM) minutes early and 
finish up to 15 minutes after 8:00 PM so that nothing has to 
be left unspoken.  Extra study books are still available at all 
future meetings for a small donation and they are yours to 
keep, write in and learn from (the donation remains abso-
lutely voluntary). 
 
We agreed that a rotating discussion leader role for our new 
series on Fearless Leadership would be adopted.  Lesson 
Two – “Supernatural Courage & Blessing” will be guided 
by Frank Metheny.  The role of discussion leader is also vol-
untary but each man should see it as an easy opportunity to 
grow in God’s Word.  Several of the discussion leader roles 
have been assigned but many still remain.  Please pray that 
God will lead you to be one of those remaining lesson lead-
ers. We decided that the role of backup leader would auto-
matically be filled by the next month’s voluntary leader.  
That way there will always be two men prepared for each 
month’s lesson.  However, each man still needs to read their 
lesson ahead of time so that we can have a stimulating meet-
ing getting the most from each lesson that God has for us. 
 
Please place June 7, 2010 on your calendars from 6:45 PM 
until as late as 8:15 PM depending on the lesson involvement 
of those present.    We also ask that you reach out and en-
courage a brother to join our ministry utilizing our Joshua’s 
Men Fellowship business cards.  Always carry a few extra 
cards with you to invite another man to join our group of 
God’s warriors.  If you run low on cards – GOOD FOR 
YOU, we’ll get you more. 
 
For more information or questions please contact Steve 
Dziadik at 941-228-8605. 
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The money in the Scholarship Fund is being in-
vested at the Christian Church Foundation in Indi-
anapolis.  The interest from these invested funds is 
used for the scholarship candidates.  If you are 
graduating this year or are already in college, 
please complete an application.  Please pick up an 
application from the office or Kathy Bearden or 
JoAnn Kelly.  Thank you for all those over the 
years who have contributed to the Beneva Scholar-
ship Fund. 
 
JoAnn Kelly and Kathy Bearden 
Scholarship Chairman 

Finacial Report 
March 

                            Budget   YTD     Budget 
Income  22,652   15,060    49,874    36,181 
 
Expense 24,573  19,606    57,578     56,530 
 
Net          (1,921)  (4,546)  (7,703)  (11,349) 
Profit 
 
(Loss) 
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Elder Serving Schedule for April 2010 

May 2nd    Glenn & Jane Oneal         Glenn call to worship.  They will visit the ill and shut ins, and 
                                                       also take them communion. 
  
May 9th     Elsie McDonald & Nila Valvo    Elsie call to worship 
  
May 16th   Sara & Frank Metheny     Sara call to worship 
  
May 23rd   Glenn Oneal & Greg Fulkert      Glenn call to worship 
  
May 30th   Jane & Glenn Oneal         Jane call to worship  

9:30  A.M.  Contemporary Praise Service -  Communion will be               
  May 02     May 09     May 16     May 23     May 30  

1 Gail Brodkorb    1 
Gail Brod-
korb   1 Gail Brodkorb    1 Gail Brodkorb      Nila Valvo   

2 
Alisha Brod-
korb   2 

Tim Brod-
korb    2 

Alisha Brod-
korb    2 Tim Brodkorb      

Gail, Alisha or 
Tim   

 
Prep for 1st service and assist in prepping for 
2nd service          

10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship - Communion will be served in the pews           
  May 02     May 09     May 16     May 23     May 30   

1 Debbie York  C/G 1 
Kathy 
Bearden   1 Marilyn Gerkin    1 Jan Bogart G   Joe Bearden    

2 
Jennifer Fulk-
ert  B 2 

Joe 
Bearden C/G 2 Debbie York C/G 2 Nila Valvo      Kathy Bearden   

  
Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep     Communion Prep   

  Debbie York      
Kathy & Joe 
Bearden     Marilyn Gerkin      Jan Bogart     

Joe & Kathy 
Bearden    

  
Jennifer Fulk-
ert      

Jennifer 
Fulkert     Debbie York     Nila Valvo          
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Beckham’s Fundraiser 
 
Don’t forget about a great opportunity that awaits you 
at BECKHAM’S restaurant, located at 1272 S. 
Tamiami Trail in Osprey, (South Bay Plaza). They will 
send Beneva Christian Church a check for 15% of your 
bill for any Sunday noon meal. Simply enjoy a great 
lunch at BECKHAM’S after church on any Sunday, 
give your server the name and address of our church, 
and they will mail the church a check! Their food is 
delicious and served in generous portions, and the 
professional yet comfortable atmosphere of Beckham’s 
will have you rushing back for more. We received a 
very heartfelt ‘Thank You’ letter from Beckham’s for 
participating in their Brunch Cash back program, as it 
has helped them get through the financial slumps. They 
look forward to welcoming us to brunch throughout 
2009, and I hope that everyone makes a trip (or two or 
three) to Beckham’s! Take your friends and family 
along. Enjoy a great meal, great fellowship, and help 
support our church!!! �  

"If your mother, or any 
special woman in your 
life, is covered by Medi-
care and had limited 
income and resources, 

she may be able to get extra help to pay 
her monthly premiums, annual deducti-
bles, and prescription co-payments under 
the Medicare prescription drug pro-
gram.  The extra help is worth an aver-
age of $3,900 per year.  In 2010, a new 
"twist" in the law makes it easier than 
ever to qualify for the extra help. 
  
For more information, call Social Secu-
rity's toll free number at 1-800-772-1213 
or log on to Social Security's website at 
www.socialsecurity.gov. " 

Recycling Fundraiser pays for EVERY item (in the categories listed on our price list) no 
matter what - regardless of whether or not the item(s) work and regardless of whether or 
not the item's model number is listed on our price list.  

· Cell Phones  (We pay up to $300 per used cell phone) 

· Jewelry  (We pay the dollar highest amount for scrap metal jewelry) 

· Ink Jet Printer Cartridges  (Up to $5 per used ink jet) 

· Laptops & Netbooks  (Up to $350 per used laptop & netbook) 

· MP3 Players  (Up to $50 per used MP3 Player) 

· Digital Cameras  (Up to $10 per used digital camera) 

· Digital Video Cameras  (Up to $25 per used digital camera) 

· GPS Devices  (Up to $50 per used GPS device) 

· Radar Detectors  (Up to $50 per used radar detector) 

· Kindle & Sony Book Readers  (Up to $25 per used Kindle or Sony book reader) 
 

That is, you earn cash for every cell phone, ink jet cartridge, laptop or netbook computer, MP3 Player (Apple iPod, 
Microsoft Zune, Creative or Sandisk), digital camera, digital video camera, handheld game system (Sony or Nin-
tendo), GPS device (Garmin, Mio, Magellan or TomTom), radar detector (Escort, Beltronics or Cobra), Kindle or 
Sony book reader or unwanted piece of jewelry you collect including broken items or items not on our list. Prices on 
our list reflect working items only. Working electronics are electronics that, when tested by 
Recycling Fundraiser, power up, possess an undamaged LCD screen, make a test call (if 
applicable), have working internal components including the charge port and are not cracked 
or otherwise damaged. Non-Working items that appear on our price list will be credited 20% 
of the corresponding working price. Newer working and non-working electronics not included 
on our price list will be credited at competitive prices. There is no price deduction for broken 
jewelry. 



The Good News May  2010 
11 

Empowered by the Spirit, We will reach out 
in Love and Fellowship; Teaching and 

Making Disciples. 

Lunch and Learn 
Thursdays 

12:15—1:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 
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What’s the difference between a “Tip” and a “Tithe”? 
 
 
If you’re like I was when I first became a Christian, I knew what the word “Tip”  was but the word “Tithe”  really 
confused me.  In my socializing days, I had a bar tender tell me once that the word “Tips”  was an acronym for “To 
Insure Prompt Service”.  The more I gave him as a tip, the better my service was and it worked wherever I went (not 
so much these days, unfortunately)!  I often used it to my advantage by evaluating how I had been served and then 
leaving what I thought was appropriate – sometimes as little as a penny in the bottom of a glass of water. 
 
Unfortunately no one in the churches that I was involved with early on ever really took the time to explain exactly 
what a “Tithe”  was.  Since it seemed to me to involve money, I applied what I knew in the “world” to what I 
thought they were doing in Church.  When it seemed that the service was good, I would leave a $10.00, when it was-
n’t so good I left $1.00.  One day a poster went up in the Narthex of our Church that said “Are You Giving God a 
“Tip” or a “Tithe?”   That phrase peaked my interest enough to look in the dictionary and this is what I found: 
 
Tip  (n) – A small gift of money for services rendered, given to a servant, waiter, porter, or the like. 
 
Tithe (n) – A tenth part of the yearly proceeds arising from lands and from personal industry of the inhabitants, for 
the support of the clergy and the church. 
 
Believe me when I saw “a tenth” it didn’t take long for me to calculate that involved a lot of money (far more than 
what I was “Tipping” ). 
 
When I asked for help from my “new” Pastor to understand this better (really I was looking for a way out of my new 
found obligation) he sent me to the Old Testament Book of Malachi, Chapter 3 verses 8 through 12.  After I read it I 
noticed what seemed to me to be a promise that was “to good to be true” in verse 10.  It said “test me on this”.  
Since I liked tests because you could measure results I thought I’ll give this a try and see if anything happens. 
 
If you take on the test like I did your results may be different than what I experienced but my results blew me away.  
All of a sudden (so it seemed to me) checks and bonuses started happening in my life that accounted for much more 
than what I was now properly giving to the God’s Church.  Wonderful things also started to happen in my life which 
didn’t have a monetary value to them and those types of things continue happening to this day. 
 
Beneva Christian Church is God’s Church and He will do amazing things with it if we just do what He wants us to 
do.  By the way I eventually figured out that God deserves 10% of my time and talents as well because He gives it 
all to me and I get to keep 90%.  It’s even tax deductible, for now! 
 
Explore your heart and let your conscience be your guide.  You aren’t taking any of what you have with you when 
you leave this earth anyway so don’t bother buying a funeral suit with pockets in it! 
 
May God Bless you ever so richly the way He did me and mine! 
 
 
          -  Anonymous  - 
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In case everyone does not know Florida Power & Light offers free energy audit for residences and businesses.  I was 
lucky enough to be involved in this project to help Beneva Christian Church realize a bit more of it’s energy usage.  
Here's a few of the statistics that may make you sit back and scratch your head in amazement. 
Cost of electricity on a daily basis for Fellowship Hall is between $18 - $25, the Sanctuary and Educational build-
ings between $16-$40.  Remember folks this is per day cost.  This on a monthly basis is $500 - $750 and $600 - 
$800 respectively.  The reason we can break out these daily costs is that we have two electric meters between these 
buildings.  One meter (Sanctuary and Educational Building) is on a “peek rate basis” while the other (Fellowship 
Hall) is on a flat rate basis.  We have already taken steps to reduce the costs in Fellowship Hall by installing equip-
ment that FP&L can turn off certain equipment remotely to save energy as they need to.  Just installing this equip-
ment will save Beneva Christian approximately $50-$60 per month. 
In this newsletter I will be talking about Fellowship Hall and next month I'll explain the Sanctuary and Educational 
Buildings as well as some of the FP&L suggestions. 
We learned what generates higher electric bills just by turning on equipment, this is called “kilowatt demand”.  Put 
simply when we walk down the row of thermostats in Fellowship Hall and crank ON the 5 - 7 air-conditioning units, 
basically at one time, it creates a large/huge kilowatt demand which increases our monthly rate.  So whenever we 
need to use Fellowship Hall we will be asking you to turn on each unit in 15 minute increments of the next unit.  It 
also saves energy by turning on one unit, mid-coolness, earlier in the day so as to maintain a cooler room versus try 
to bring that temperature down so rapidly. 
Monthly/daily/hourly costs 
Since I just got done talking about air-conditioners let me break out the air-conditioning costs.  I'll start with 1 air-
conditioning unit (5 ton unit) running only 5 hours per week.  How does the number $69 sound?  Let's go deeper, 
$69 is the weekly cost (only 5 hours) which also breaks down to $13.80 per hour.  Now let's add that we actually 
have 5 units in that building… five hours per week is $349, or $69.80 per hour. 
How about lighting?  Do you know how many floodlights there are around the ceiling of Fellowship Hall, and the 
monthly cost to run them?  If you answered 23 you are correct!  By the way these 23 floodlights are approximately 
90 watts each.  Having the lights on for 20 hours per week is approximately $35 or $1.75 per hour.  Now how about 
the fluorescent lights in the room?  How many and what of the costs for those?  There are 36 lights with four bulbs 
and each light and each bulb is 34 watts.  What do you think those costs are?  The same 20 hour estimate per week 
will cost us $86, or $4.30 per hour. 
Okay let's take a quick look at just the items I discussed above (not considering using the meeting rooms or the 
kitchen, or the hot water to name a few).  Let's pretend we're going to have a church luncheon in Fellowship Hall 
after church some Sunday and we're going to use Fellowship Hall for only 2 hours…. quick math and here's the an-
swer…… drum roll…… $151.70 for the two hours!!!  Now we can reduce that in many ways, ie: 1) pre-cool the hall 
with one unit early on in the day and only turn on 2 or 3 of the units, 2) not turn on every light in the room. 
Needless to say I have much much more information to share with everyone and if anyone cares to learn a little more 
about these costs and how we can save Beneva Christian Church money on our electric bill please feel free to contact 
me.  I would be willing to sit with a group and discuss the findings and the solutions available to us. 
Larry Hazen 
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  May 2010 

BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110 

Phone: 941.924.8713           Fax: 941.923.4185 

E-Mail:    bccoffice2@verizon.net 
 

Web Site:  www.BenevaChristian.com 

Discover . . . Spiritual growth 
 

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to worship 
God. In the warmth of God’s presence and with the 
support of others, we grow in our understanding of God in 
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives. 
 

Through worship that is both contemporary and traditional, 
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus. 
 

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s 
presence and remember the meal He shared with His 
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
 

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Christ, or 
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church can help 
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ. �  

What Do Disciples Believe? 
 
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm: 
�� Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, and offers 

saving grace to all. 
�� All persons are God’s children. 
 
Beliefs and practices usually associated with Disciples 
include: 
�� Open Communion. The Lord’s Supper, or 

Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is 
open to all believers. 

�� Diversity of opinion. Each person is free to 
determine individual belief guided by the Bible, the 
Holy Spirit, study and prayer. 

�� Baptism by immersion. In baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of trust in 
God is made possible. Although Disciples generally 
practice baptism by immersion, they honor other 
baptism traditions as well. 

�� Importance of church unity. All Christians should 
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming 
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. 

�� The ministry of all believers. Both ministers and lay 
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities 
and nurture spiritual growth. 

�� Freedom of belief. Disciples are called together 
around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.�  

The chalice symbolizes the central place of  communion in 
worship for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The 
X-shaped cross of the disciple Andrew is a reminder of the 
ministry of each person and the importance of evangelism. 

Contemporary Service                                               9:30am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:30am 

Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:45am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 10:45am 

Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups)                     4:30 –6:30pm 

Sunday Schedule 

The Good News is published monthly by  
Beneva Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 4835 Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233-2110. 


